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NOTICE 

THE BEST COPIES OBTAINABLE ARE 
INCLUDED IN THE REPRODUCTION 
OF THE FILE. PAGES INCLUDED 
THAT ARE BLURRED, LIGHT OR 
OTHERWISE DIFFICULT TO READ 
ARE THE RESULT OF THE CONDITION 
AND OR COLOR OF THE ORIGINALS 
PROVTOED. THESE ARE THE BEST 
COPIES AVAILABLE. 
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Vr.-J. Edgar 'Koovefc'" ' '*'^ "< : - 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D* C* ,. - 

>'- - --■ - ;"**- -" - # .* -'■■■ ' V--\\-, v -,:;." : : 
Dear Sir: " 
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Wie've been reeding your "testers of fiei^itCy^v^a^ 
lot for your country, but this nne im»ZZ\& Iouve fl0 "*^ 
•uccessful effort^ We've talked \l \ ?^°£> y0Ur ° odt ^^ 

I? S?f w !% ,v f not f c f d al1 krouhd «« >»ore a^ more' peooU 
•° -;j tlv « interest in the local cold war. the cLno?2 

'%£?* S 0U J lt * ^ the brld « e clubs?and thl btck P f 2nci 
chats, and at most anywhere a few are together v»v>>^2- 

Uf,^*!!*^ Pt ' Vort ? new ® reports on • sermon by Rev il^at' 






The good reverend doesn't go so f ar as to iifthi "^M^ 
CgjgicJlof^uccliea of yhrls^ la at "red Jr^n^OrSSlI^ 
e?L£ e In! Sr ^^^th^rtaioT -Xocal Inquiry' f af !f it 
cleir answer, always we are Tefeaed toyou/ Accord 
would appreciate knowlrur t>« ^*^- --^^i*?? ^ 




Hat 



— ^. Wi „„ C4 , axwo/v we are rerenea to you* Aeeordlnalv-*'^, 
^ : '- --2S..M coamuil *ft run or communist inspired organisaUont-jE" 
"*'■■•• oieclosed, or knowing where to request eama.'^&s^-, 

^ f , : , -::.n,itZ>ii te Many thanki r ^-^-■^-^---^- 
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June 15, 1961 



?1r. T-'« J ... 




Dear Mr. Hoover, 



1/ 



Tt . . V. . 

Mr. T.v-r* 

.1. J* '" 






The situation looks SO hopeless down here in Texas! The 
country seems to be heading down the road to subjugation, 
I feel sorry for you, because I sincere Iv feel that you 
are one 6f the few remaining patriots left in V/ashington. 

Doesn't the situation become almost overwhelning at times? 
Especially with the Supreme Court rulings frustating you 
ai every turn? 

When the recent presidential election was in full swinrc, 
I went around town with the sticker: Goldwater-Hoover on 
my car. The only thing, you boys weren 1 t • nominated ! ( I 
trust you like Kr. Goldwater %s well as I do.) 



Ky purpose in writing this letter is not only to thani: you 
[for your worthwhile work as a patriot in trying to preserve 
[this republic from those who have sworn to bury us, but 
jalso tc ask you if there isn't something more I as a private 
'citizen can do to help my country. 

/ 
At the present time, I try to keep informed or. legislation 
in Congress, who voted for what, etc.; writ" 1 congressmen; 
talk Americanism with my patients; try to point out the 
urgency of the Communist menace, and the necessity for recog- 
nizing that menace; encourare hard work, and good citizen- 
ship: try to be independent, and teach my patients to think 
independently of the Federal Government; encouraging the 
Free Enterprise System; and, lastly, flying the U.S. flag 
whenever possible. Eut, this is so little. I subscribe to 
literature which will develop the reader's thinking, and 
place it, in ray -.raiting room, but I war.t to do more. Is 
ther3 something else I can do 1 
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Also, does your organ! zeti On have any po 1 i c jTYS^ai'-u ... j 

• - \- ^^ ^ — . -*-»_"* 



National 
close? I 
ucatlonu3 
would try 



"We 



Council of Churches which you woulcl care tv?v r Jris- 
know the commies are trying to infl™ trciriou^ed- 
system, and it is entirely feasible „t> *-t th e?; M / 
to infiltrate our religion, too. "* -~j 




V.'a are waking up here in Texas, Kr. Hooker, and we are stilly *^* 
great in numbers when it cones to patriotism, and believing '/f'-* 
that this great Nation is 3till worth preserving. We have - 
a prtiud heritage, end I would rather fight for it now than 
have my son have to do it 15 years froiE^now. 
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With very best wiches, 
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c rn-rn which pro. ^tort y*,.r comical b^' ' * * C 

Cur ehyrch<?«j have Wen ari. rrtll -onUmi" to hr 
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to infil*r3*r» r\^^- <• '*•♦ ^ r / 

ntxncl gainst coa.-unicm and ccr^t i^a^ r~-b£ ^ 
this opposition to communism must bo care' ,' It „ ~ "? 
rosillvo. and it mtl5t al^ys b^pt wttWn j£? cS^S^rjto 
m reference to Mr. Gassed article, AMto^LSS^^-r 

a- vrAMy and o^rtivcy. T ar , p^.^,,,% : ±1 \ '?)£'- ^V'* . 

s; r r ~ ir 1 " t,ut you ,my lmvc J ^* ^ ^tSST 1 s 
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il. Edgar Hoover 
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NOJE^Bufile^rontainnoinformation identifiable with eithej 

f They enclosed two church bulletins which 
iiou ueeii ulallefl 10 them, ootn of which included portions of the recent 
article written by Louis Cassels of United Press International. Correspond- 
ent mentions she and her husb and attended the Christian Anti-Communism 
school of "Dr. " * "" " ' 
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t Mr. T. * -.^n. ___ 








, J« Edgar Hoover 
. >/l/l\ Departnent of Internal Revenue 
Washington, D. C. 

Honorable Mr. Hoover: -'..". 

Enclosed you will find two items mailed to us with in the pact ' 
three wee,:s from The First Methodist and The First Christian 
Churcnes in this area, both churches are members of The ration- 
al Council of Churches, w.xich perhaps explains the issue to~T " 
degree • 

We haye read your book, Masters of Deceit and as many of your 
articles as possible. J J 

Tne enclosed articles as we read them do not correspond with 
the message in your book. "* 

fce attended the Christian Anti- Co-uaiunism s chool . ( Dr . :-> e. 3 rwp ~t. » \ 




at 

ura^,. ,. c sucscriDe iu airu reaa najcan Events, v7 S. Kews and 
world reports . We have read The i.aked Co^i:unist, You Can 
Trust A Communist, Philbricks' reports, Matt Cevetic, articles 
and reports by The house Un- American Activities Committee, 
Overstreets, iJarry Gold water and r.;any, many . others . 

Does this enclosed article mean tnat all Anti- Communists are 
self appointed vigilantes. T.iat r»elf education about Co. .nun- 
ism is wrong, acii. ; reference boors cuch as Masters of Deceit 
pa^es 303, 304 & 3C5, Tue leaked Communist an:! Louse Co-_;:ittee 
on Un-American Activities reports to mention a few. 

Is it correct for a Church or otber organization to devote 
more tine criticzlng Anti- Communists than Cou-uunism and at 
the same time embracing the Russian Orthodox Church, recomia- 
enuing the recognition of Red China, ooposing the showing of 
Operation Abolition. 
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Last but not least to mention The Council favoring the 
abolishment of the house Un-Aaerlsan Activities Committee. 

We would appreciate an answer to this letter in order to 
straighten out the thinking (ours and many others included) 
on this array of conflicting statements issued by your 
department. 

ThaiJcyou. 



K.-* 



Sincerely, 
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Memorandum 



TO'" : The Director 



FROM •: N.P.Callahan 



subject: The Congressional Record 
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^ ~. m ^ ***!? **> •••MOM. Caa?rtacaMUi AUM CO) Aitaaaaav^ 
ajtcaM Ms raaaria to laclada tot atmaa tftttrtra* fi tt 7nWi ijltrajil 
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££?& tetV+rto, Taraa, ar to* Rmrtad Ma B. LttotrfcarT aalLTSlafi ^ 

a* to ftattoaal Cotattl af Cb TC^. B«T«r^UstUft«»MM«Lto«aS^^ 

actinuet * tt» feaoaai r«usnrtra»reb*f a*4 a*iatoaattoa< ttaa&aMiffaav v 

ftlt call* apoa to apt* m amral taatmtraial a^taTtaek aa «2tal r!S? ^ 
fwUljac^ iMdleUt tor Ut ifH *4»taat to* laftrit •Xtoaratloa M2Sa a ^^ 
ato. Ktrtrtad Uatbtrtmrr aetata tut a* toUaM to 3k tot BltWtottt '?*2Mh 
fcUtttttf tot Cameo. B^tr^tt«tb«t^t«^-e^fWtoOiU^»W* 
r*i>r*at«l 11 « tht Kattoaal couett af caarcata it tu c aat m trtlalalaWat 

f. E**ar Poorer toon ♦ji«t a bit *aiV aba** capital aaaJfb&aaitoaVdjata toa 
Mabe? of EeMtbta, Pa, - Bmrtad Uatttrbtry aatoto* aa* tbat tot CotaeU 
"aai«4toal tot ctorgf aat aba* tot -nit 'fTrtratlffa Aanttflna* aacaaaa tiai -- 
****** ti*l t^^Aaurlcaa Actttttlaa Caouatttta aad toa FBI km TruLr 
tola His. Kaw # Mr. #• a^ar HoaftrtoaatrmiMfaraaf Ma. lakaaMaulto 
Itotok, l^atoMniSt^ at Oaeattfaaa^a^ 
Caomtd^takattfoltaalatolaafaarta. Taa atobay of toa «aaata a* aalla 
Mcara^alMltea^fto^OiHr^loa/aaUttaaTSv^ #;&arEaarar» 
•UnrtatfUatonfea^ % lachiHtoalcttarifr. Saatar atat la StalMaT 
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fa th» orlgloal of a neosorandum captioned and dated as abova. tha Conare»»looal ,- 
Reoard far { - (, - (p f was nvtewad and partloant ftam* wan -v-iH 

■aiked for tba Director', attention. This form has boon prepared in order that ' z Pt% 
portions of a copy of the original memorandum may be clipped, mounted, and placed 
In appropriate Bureau case or subject matte* files. "■"■"' r:-^ 
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DIRECTOR, FBI 



SAC, INDIANAPOLIS (94-232) 



date: 6/9/61 
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referenced airt 



despondence and Tours) 
Re CI airtel to Director dated 5/25/61 

.ev 

ana, resiam w 
5/5/61 as per ™ 



Mr. Tote- 
Mr! fta|feiC2 
Mo T £nahan_ ., 
Jtfr. r^wryt / 

p. !Vl,<v»eh VL 

Mr. EvAn»-^. 

Mr. Mal.ma 

Mr, *<**» * 

Mr. SuIHy*»_ 

Mr. T**d 

Mr. Trotter__ 
Tele. !*««■■> 
Mr. In^rftm — __ 
Mist fl»w»iy 
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Ohio vrii 




lU^I 



He was advised that an unnamed individuaj 
ded an Evangelistic meeting at the 
Ohio, had contao^e^Jh^^glunibus KHZ — This " 
nan advised that Rev. ■ Biad made the state- 




is, 



p 

i ■ . 

i :. 



ment "Registered Communists are conu?c?ec^^h our national 
Council of Churches" and that proof could be obtained from the 
PJI in V/ashington, D.C. 

Rev. J B denied having made quoted state- 
ment concerning i^egistered commttnists. IIu felt that he had 
probably made a statement to the effect that communists have 
^^^^^^^v,he National Federal Council of Churches. Rev. 
■ p.. ad been under the impression the FBI in Washington 
T^uia rurnish material to citizens concerning communism although 
he knew the FBI v/ould not be able to furnish publications docu- 
menting individuals as "registered communists' 1 • 

Rev. J p was advised that the FBI does not 
comment concerning 'one character or integrity of any organization,^- f" 
publication or individual. Ke was advised that the FBI has made J| ? * 
no comment concerning the National Council of Churches or any -*» 
similar organization. ; / 

2: - Bureau (RI-i) 
1 - Indianapolis 
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IP 9^-232 

Rev - 1 Bv;as requested that in the future, 
remarks to his audiences should be made clear that the FBI has 
made no comment concerning the National Federal Council of 
Cnurches and further that the FBI will not furnish to anyone other 
than duly-authorized agencies of the Federal Government, infor- 
mation from its confidential files. 

Rev. 
script of Chief In? 
and Religion'' 
script, Rev. 
the statement' "...ztie 



. — I was furnished a copy of the manu- 
ror WILLIAM C. SULLIVAN entitled "Communism 
/61. In reviewing Page 5 of this manu- 
seized upon the word "substantial" in 
communist Party, USA, has not achieved any 
substantial success in exerting domination, control or influence 
over America's clergymen or religions institutions on a national 
scale. He attempted to get SA ■ ■ to comment that by inference 
tnis must mean that there, has beensome commu nist i nfiltration of 
the National Federal Council of Churches. , SA | | of course, had 
absolutely no comment on this matter. ^^^ 

„ Hev. ■ ^expressed high admiration for the 
work oj the FEI. he is using Director HOOVER'S books and public 
statements as source material for his sermon s on t.h* rianrers o f 
commuT^j^f^jias served as a missionary in fl (iurini 

tne ( ■ and as such has 'had first-han!^xpir^^^^^R" w 
refugees iror. communism. He does not have a copy of Mr. HOOVER'S 
'Masters of Deceit" and it v/as suggested to him that he might de- 
sire to purchase a copy for use in his pastoral work. 



Rev. ■ Bv.'as concerned . 
i-urticipated in hisSvangeTissic meetings at 
also gained t:ie \*rong 



;endinn a 1< 



xmpi 



:? v:ho had 
'might have 



re; 




He" con tempi 
is tor of the J 
'ship service 
. - ... ^^^^^^^_ had not meant to give the 

impression tnat Registereo^WHHM^s are connected with the 
National Federal Council of Churches." In this letter, he would 
also correct the impression which he had left with his audience 
tnat tne FBI would furnish documentary proof of this fact to those 
v/.io might request same from the FBI. 

As a result of the conversation with Rev. 
it appeared to SA fl ■that the authoritative statement' 
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in Chief Ihspectoi^in|LItfAtt^L manuscript had no effect whatsoever 
in changing Rev.V ^ conviction that the National Federal 

Counc^^ofChugehes m thoroughly infiltrated by the communists. 
Rev. • ^indicated that his religious convictions place him 
with J <Me 'lundamentalists" in Protestant religious theology and 
he feels that the National Federal Council of Churches is inclined 
toward ,; modernity". Further, his convictions that the National 
Federal Council of Churches and the Protestant clergy (other than, 
of course, the pastors belonging to the fundamentalist sects) are 
i.ioroughly infiltrated by communists give him one of his better- 
taling points in his Evangelistic sermons. 

<"iev . m P v;as not antagonistic . As mentioned 

above, he expressed grea- admiration for the work of the FBI. He 
indicated regret that his lack of knowledge concerning the fuctions 
of the FBI had made it necessary forvan Agent to take time irom his- 
other important assignments to contact him-. He requested that any 
available material concerning communism and crime be sent to him. 

Indianapolis recommends tha t the Bureau packets on 
to fa ll crime and c ommunismbesent t o Rev . 

ClvjrchJ I Indianiff 
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June 16, 1961 
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I have received your letter of June 10 
and the into re ot prompting you to communicate i: 
appreciated. 
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With respect to your inquiry, the film, 
"Operation Abolition," is sponsored and distributed by 
the House Committee on Un-.imerfcari .'.ctivitics and 
the FBI had no connection with its preparation. As a 
mutter of policy, therefore, I did not ondur;. c this film 
u4i'J I .im uiublc to nuke any u3iiinic?nt regirJing it. 

' c incerely yours, 

J- Ed^.'r Hoover 

'■•■ j John Edgar Hoover jfWk-/ 

Director 



NOTE: No information 
with correspon 



Bufiles identifiable 



r?-»in.3nt , 
Mofif _^_ 
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;ouncil of Churches of Christ (NCCC) includes In its 
membership the leading Protestant churches in the country. Various 
J * 1 critics of the Council without access to factual data to support their 
s assertions have claimed this group is communist controlled or 
influenced. The FBI, of course, has not investigated the NCCC. 
(100-50869) r j I 
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Dear Mr. Hoover, - 

I belong to a Cardinal Mindszenty Foundation study F> 

group. My group has shown the film, Operation Abolition, at the , immm 

city hall in Alton. There has been quite a controversy on the 
authenticity of the film and question to whether it is documentary. 
Also, many people have critisized the film in newspaper editorials as 
a distortion of the truth, a scare and hate film, or a pack of lies. 

I procured a booklet -failed "Operation Abolition: Some 
Facts and Some Comments". It is put out.by the National Council 
of Churches of Christ in the U. S. A. The booklet gives one the 
impression that the film is shady and deceitful. 

I have heard from reliable sources that you have 
endorsed the film as authentic and documentary. I and many others 
respect your views and opinions on such matters because we believe 
you have been in the business long enough to know what our country 
is up against. 

I would appreciate it immensly if you would write 
a letter back to me expressing your views and opinions on the film. 
I woulduse this letter to settle some of the doubts and arguments. 
Thank you! 

Sincerely yours, 
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TO 



FROM 



subject: 



Mr. DeLoachjy 

/ <■■';/ 

M.^Ay Jones 

J. ERWIN'MILLER 
, LAY PRESIDENT 

NATIONAL COUNCIL _OF_CHURCHES 
"OFCHRKT (NCCC) 
COLUMBUS, INDIANA 
REQUEST TO SEE THE DIRECTOR 



date: 5-9-61 



BeJn.on' 
Callahnn 

C^&coehl 

/ J Cvans , 
f^ Molone 

Rosen . 
To»»l 




TrotiM . 
«.C. Sull 

t.u. n 

Condy 
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Dr. Fred S/Buschmeyer, the Washington secretary of the NCCC, 
telephone LI 4-2350, called Mr. Kemper on 5-8-61 stating captioned individual would 
like to arrange an appointment with the Director at Mr. Hoover' s convenience. 
.According to Dr. Buschmeyer, Miller is very wealthy and travels constantly 
fferoughout the country. If the Director should indicate he can see Miller, he (Miller) 
will fly to Washington for the appointment. D*. Buschmeyer requested to be called 
regarding the result of Miller' s request. 

INFORMATION IN BUREAU FILES: 

The current edition of "Who' s Who" lists James Irwin Miller as 
a manufacturer in Columbus, Indiana. He was born on 5-26-09", and received an 
A. B. degree from Yale University in 1931, an M. A. degree from Oxford (England) 
University in 1933, and an LL.D. degree from Bethany College in 1956. 

Based on available information, the onjy reference identifiable in 
Bureau files regarding Miller was a United Press International ticker, dated 6-26-59, 
which reported that Senator Homer E. Capehart had asked President Eisenhower to 
appoint J. Erwin Miller, wealthy Columbus, Indiana, industrialist, as the Secretary 
of Commerce. (62-461 26- A) 

The National Council of Churches of Christ (NCCC) includes in its 
membership the leading Protestant churches in the country. Various critics of 
the Council, without access to factual data to support their assertions, have claimed 
this group is communist controlled or influenced. Although the Bureau has not 
investigated the NCCC, we have kept abreast of the efforts of the Communist Party, 
USA (CPUSAUo infiltrate it through our over-all investigation of the Party and 
communist efforts to infiltrate mass-type organizations. From inform* ^ deve^d, 
it does not appear that the policies of the NCC£are being dictated^ the Communist 
Party. "*~~ " 
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On 3-23-61, the Dallas SAC forwarded a postal card addressed to a 
i the Methodist Church which contained the typewritten message: 

"The National Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. 
\-. officially sponsored the Revised Standard Version of the Bible. 
Of the 95 persons who served on this project, 39 have been 
affiliated with pro-Communist fronts, projects, and publications. 

— J. Edgar Hoover " 

An SAC Letter was sent to all offices alerting them to this and other 
mailed in the Dallas, Texas, area. (100-50869) 
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5 NDATIONS: 

(1) That someone in your (Mr. DeLoach' s) office contact Dr. Buschmeyer, 
and advise him the uncertainty of the Director' s schedule precludes any 
pointment being made. 
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(2) Due to Miller' s stature in the industrial field, it should be suggested 
schmeyer that Miller might desire to call the Bureau for an appointment 
me he is in Washington and, if the Director is not in his office, the services 
rtant will be made available., ^ - t/ ' v-jL V 
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What Tou Can Do To Fight Communism 

4-1-61 LEB Introduction 

4-17-61 Internal Security Statement 

Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality 

One Nation's Response to Communism 
















NOTE: Bufiles contain no Identifiable information regarding ^^ 

the correspondent. .: •••^?r.>^ fc . ^- 
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^ .^ June 16, 1961 




Dear 



I have received your letter of June 13, with 
enclosure, and I aiu most appreciative of your generous 
corcirieat about my book, "Masters of Deceit." 

Our cnurehes hnvj been nri v/ill continue to 
be i.:- t *ortant targets ii» the overall co:iiirunlst program of 
eno- :i.\ iring lo infiltrate our esi-jlished institutions, ana 
we ii.ust reiraln alert to sfcch eiiorls to subvert our way oi 
■.if**/ The cvivi-iiunifsts have tried to ezcrl tneir influence 
in evLiy part of our society, and I r^rec witli you whole- 
heariediy.that patriotic Americans must continue to take a 
firn stand against coirxrjunisni and cornbr.t it wherever 
pofisriiu!'?. But liiis opposition to coinmuniu-r: must be careful, 
constructive a:!, positive, ani it :i»u:;t j!w?yc be kept withU J 

tii hi.s dit>c *f>i? a oJ co:":!u:iiieii- '-Ml with thi* ruW/.-cl boUi 
objectively aiv : nccnrntely. 

I ?.w enclosing several »t_! , ■:. netting forth r j ^ 
view*; on this subject in the belief the, ».:a r lie oi interest. 

iiiiedciy yourb, lo 

f oU on '. • • 

Hel^oni _ j. l.(; v .l. I \> ^ */.-%* f } * 

-Johr t •;^IIMV' : : J . % „ ...-• - 

"ollahvn . _ __. | I /*• * 

. M*tni -m I : nrt / *^t i" - » 

.*Loo.-*_ j I '^O* f • I'N y ., 

^rp^' ^'Enclosures (G) ; ' 
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June 13th — 61 



>> 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover ^ 

Washington, D. C. # 

Dear Mr. Hoover- 

I am enclosing a portion of our State Church paper 

in which there is a quotation which has disturbed several of our $* 

members, who are trying to get our local Church to withdraw p 

from the National Council of Churches. £ 

This gives a different impression than your book. 
Masters of Deceit, "(which is excellent) 



«£f 



£ 



Is this taken out of context? Or is there no real 
reason for concern? T • , . 

Many of us feel that we do not want to be connected """ 

with an Organization, whose leaders are against the House Un- 
America Activities Com; and who are for admitting Red China to 
the U. N. 

Our Church board will act on this question Wed. nite ~~ 

f I j June 21st and no doubt this quotation will have a bearing on the 
\\ decision. fc\ 

I have the utmost confidence in you and will r " 

appreciate an answer as soon as possible. Thank you so very 
much. 

I am ' 

Most Sincerely < 
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The National Council of Churches of Christ (NCCCi inri„H« c • * 




fc*t* 



-2- 



c : • .. gg 




Office of the F.B.I. 
Washington D.C., U.S.A. 

Gentlemen: 

There has been much written anu discussed of late re- 

garding the Haxiouaj. Council of Churches.*..' The first Pres- 

bytertlan Church of Denver, Colorado and the First Presby- 

of Hollywood, California 
tertian Church recently announced their withdrawel from the 

National Council; due to its Communistic leanings. I have 
before me a copy of the objectives of the National Council, 
aim also, those of the communist party; taken from the HUaC 
Report # 187, 3/8/59, p45. Of the eighteen objectives list- 
ed for both, they are identical. I represent a group of 
mothers of small children, the generation of tomorrow, and 
we are very much concerned. 

Our last monthly church magazine announced that the 
Riverside Preshytery gave full support to the National Coun- 
cil. Some of our most substantial members have withdrawn 
the membership and affiliated with a church that is not con- 
tcted with the national Council. This is regretful, Indeed; 
however before we say or do anything we would like to be sure 
that we know what we are talking about. Sudden panic and too 
much talk can often do unreparable damage. . . ..-■-' 
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My husband Is not an alarmist, nor will he listen to 
gossip, but he is our local representative to the Southern 
California Presbyterial Meeting to be held in Los Angeles 
the end of this month. I cannot even talk to him about 
this without more evidence to base my feelings upon. 

Do you have available for distribution to the public 
any facts pro or con on the National Council of Churches? 
If so would you send me as many as you are allowed to* 

Rev. Eugene Carson Blake recently gave an address in 
Los Angeles. Upon rereading it there is much between the 
lines that does not smell so good; in fact he speaks in 
circles, and contradicts himself frequently* Do you have 
any information as tp his affiliation in or out of the Cock 
munis t Party? I would also appreciate dopies of that* 
Rev. Blake blasted Robert Welsh and the John Birch Society 
so much that we would also like any information available 
on it* 

We all are aware that the Communists would like noth- 
ing better than to see Americans panic, yet on the other 
hand the apathy of most as they listen to these do-gooders, 
is disgusting to say the least. As mothers we have read 
"Nine Men Against America" end "Masters of Deceit", but we 
are still in the dark about many things. 

We plan to meet regularly in study groups concerning 
national affairs thsi summer. If successful we hope ex- 
pand and enclude as many mothers or women like ourselves 
who are interested In knowing the true facts and hearsay 
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that is changed several times before it comes to us. 

We would appreciate any information now and regularly 
In the future that you feel would be of benefit to us, our 
children, and the nation. If you would add this to the 
information you are able to send us on the National Council 
of Churches, Rev. Eugene Carson Blake, and the John Bireh 
Society, if will be very much appreciated. 



Sincerely, 
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June 13, 1931 



Mo!-r 



Dear 



Your latter of June o % iD3i % with enclosure, 
ha* been received, and the interest v/hich prompted you to 
write i^ appreciated. -* 

I would like to point out that in Assistant 
Oirector William C. Sullivan's presentation of the true 
nature and objective* of communis ir, he ha^ treated the 
subject accurately and objectively. Thio Bureau ha. not 
i^uad any Jtate;^ent& regarding the Mr Force manual, 
zs you indicated in your letter. > 

Your concern regarding the menace of 
communism is indeed understandable, and enclosed is 
>ouie literature dealing with the general ^object of 
subversion which may be of Intercut, along with your bulletin. 
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Sincerely youri>, 

J- Ed&tr Hoover 



,~ John Fd ry *r Tloover 
director 
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/'Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality 
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Christianity TTpday serji* U^f), ?:» •.?• .* : -Vj . 

4-17-61 statement oni^^^Xorrespondeht's enclosure returned v ?o 
NOTE* No record Bufiles,identifiable with correspondent. Enclosure *as 
""a mimeographed sheet pertaining to Assistant Director Sullivan's speech . . 
Warding communist infiltration of religion. This appears to be a church 
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Date: 6/12/61 



Transmit the following in 
AIRTEL 



Via 
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(Type in plain text or code l 
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TO: 

PROM: 

RE: 



DIRECTOR, FBI ^ „ v 

(ATTENTION: CENTRAL RESEARCH DESK) 

-SAC, LOS ANGELES (100-59207) ' "" !T ? 



^NATIONAL COUNCIL- OP 
CHURCHES OF CHRIST IN 

THE USA .- 

INFORMATION CONCERNING 
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Enclosed herewith for "£he Bureau, Attention Central 
Research Desk, is the 11 page mimeographed statement captioned 
^Statement of Admonition to the National Council of Churches 
'in the U. S. A." (NCC), which was adopted on 6/7/61 by the 
Fir^t Baptist Church of Alhambra, Alhambra, California. 
The attention of the Bureau is being directed to pages 
7 through 9 wherein director /J. EDGAR HOOVER 1 s report, 
''Communist Target Youth" is beirw discussed. It is noted , 
that Mr. HOOVER is described as "a <ggE}a_a^utho rlty on i or^-o E 
Communism in the United States" and all information is /./'s"/w 
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favorable toward the Bureau and Mr. HOOVER'S report. 

This "statement" was obtained by 
a member of this church. 

The statement is being forwarded to the Bureau 
! for its information. 
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ENCLOSURES 

Communism and Religion (Speech by W. C. Sullivan) 

4-17-61 Statement re internal security 

Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality 

One Nation's Response to Communism 

What You Can Do To Fight Communism 

NO TE: Bufiles contain nothing of a derogatory nature concerning 

~^~~^and no record could be located regarding his publication. 
^erferTeing^ent Airmail since he-^esires Mr. Sullivan's speech by next 
Friday, 6-16-61. 

The National Council of Churches of Christ (NCCC) includes in its 
membership the leading Protestant churches in the country. Vr.riouc 
critics of the Council, without access to factual data to support their 
assertions, have claimed this group is communist controlled or iniluenccd. 
The FL1, of course, has not investigated the NCCC. (100-508G9) 
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June 8, 1961 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
U. S. Department of Justice 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

I have been asked to appear on a panel at a church Bible school next Friday 
night. One question to be answered is "How has or how could Communism 
get into our American churches? 14 

A very short but interesting article recently appeared in ihe newspaper 
mentioning that you have a representative on the road discussing this same 
question. I would like to have a copy of his talk, if available, or other 
pertinent information, also, any opinion you might have on the National 
Council of Churches. 

I would also appreciate helpful information that might be used editorially 
or otherwise in our "Hanahan News ", a small community newspaper reach- 
ing approximately 13,000 persons,! 

Thank you for your help in this matter. 

Yours very truly, 
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Mr. TWw*— — - 

Mr. Belmont 

Mr. Mohr 

Mr. WU^ ♦- 

Mr/n/!'"* cn --*" 

ll/ Evan* 

Mi. MaW-nc 

Mr, Kortm — - — 

Mr. SoUivsa 

Mr. Tovcl 
Mr. TrK 
Tele. Room.. 

Mr- lneram. 

Miss Gaudy 




li 



C 



CO 



a 




Ui 



8 im V 19B- 






T 



£ 



o 



O 



*>*, 



..*. 



i ' 
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Your Irtter of June^, 1931, with enclosure, lm 
been received, and I wish to take t'.us opportunity to thank you 
ior affording me the benefit of your observations. 

I refrret that I am unable to be of assistive 3 to 
ycu rer arming the matter of your in -airy. In carryinf out its 
i;i. . :ti. alive r: ] cnribilitr l, \ho I c \ do.:*-; ;:«:t hk;':o •< /aluatk.n 
n: ;ra'.v ^cn<;iusijnr> as tc Uk> character or integrity of any . 
oi \ amotion, inJivi txal w publication. I h'3; tliat you \"il! not 
in ;:; in this connection either that we do or do not have data in 
our files relating to the subject of your inquiry. 

The quotations you ! rc/er to-wcie ma^e by ms b f *t 
a:» you may have noticed thsy were tslcen pyt cf co;it?;:t. Our 
ciurch. 4 . *-'iv£ be*-: : nJ will continue, ic be Irii'orti-ut targets in 
th--* over -z I comriusni'-L program of :mueavGriiu T tc control all 
established institution... The conimcni.it > hD* r tile--! to infiltnt; 
evary pr.ri of our .odloty ami AiDBrWdni nr.rl .cntinvo to ta!:? a 
firm stand a^ainrt communism and c rmbit it vhorcvsr possible. 
But tliis opposition to communism iru::t be careful, constructs : 
and positive, and it must ?.^vays be V'pt v.ithii the due process 
of lav:. In view of.ycur roueern, I ;.^ cnclorhir, some material 

subject ot communir .i. - /• 



m !* ; I9CI 



l«M /- ♦ 



fin- rrclj years, v ' '1 \ — -* 
J. Ed^v Hoovar * 
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Enclosures \fy ! » * 4-17-61 statement re internal security 

mat You bin t>6 To *%ht Communicm Series from Christianity Today 

One Nation's Response to Communi* ux. 
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NOTE: No information could be located in Bufiles identifiable with the 
correspondent. Correspondent enclosed a booklet entitled "The/National 
Council of Churches Indicts Itself on 50 Counts of Treason to God^nd^ 
CouritrVi" D r Billv James Harg is is the author o f this book let^^^ 
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^ ^ __^JThe National Council of Churches of 
rist (NCCC) includes in its membership the leading Protestant churches in 
the country. Various critics of the Council without access to factual data to 
support their assertions have claimed this group is communist controlled or 
influenced. The FBI, of course,, has not investigated the NCCCla (100-50BS9) 
He vigorously opposes the NCCC. Sullivan to Belmont memo of 9-22-61 
indicates that when a representative of the Bureau spoke before the Dallas 
Freedom Forum the Agent commented that Dr. Frederick C. Schwarz made 
RPveral "pitches" for articles in a book he had written on communism. 1 



y *.~~ -„— .,, _. lequotations Mrs. UMx/f refers to were taKayirom uie iXrector's 
address before the 28th Annual Convention of the National Council of Catholic 
Women on November 9, 1956, at Chicago, Illinois, entitled "The Twin 



Enemies of Freedom", a copy of this speech is not being sent because it was 



made in 1956. 
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Mr. J. E. Hoover: 

Enclosed is a booklet I just finished reading. This 
booklet made a tremendous impact on me to say the least. 

I am writing to you concerning some questions that have 
come up because of the book. 
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Is this booklet factual? Do you have any information 
about the author Billy James Hargis? 

I specifically want to call your attention to Count #22 
and quotes from you. Will you confirm or deny this article? 

~r 

If these things are factual do you have anything that is 
new and up to date concerning the subject of the N. C C. 
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Now I would also call your attention to the Christian 
Century Magazine May 31, 1961 issue. There are 3 (three) articles 
that disturb me particularly 11 on pp 692 - Arizona - Response 20 
attacks. Conclusions I've drawn are the N. C. C. could be concerned with 
good works and still be socialistic. My question is How does it strengthen 
the faith. H it strengthens the faith good works will follow. 

2) Extremist Schwarz. To me this just proves that there 
are anti-anti communists. I've recently heard that the Presbyterian Church 
is warning its members not to get involved with anti- Communists. This 
article does a lot to discredit Dr. Schwarz in the eyes of the ministers in 
our country. Now I would ask this, Has Dr. Schwarz been run out of 
Australia as the "Bum" this article suggests or is this just part of a 
tremendous propagana program. 

3) PP 638 Christian Century Magazine Mr. Welch's messiaship. 
This article also discredits J. B. Mathews & Dr. Schwarz. 

As a citizen I'm only looking for true facts. The articles in 
the Christian Century magazine only make it hard to believe the booklet 
enclosed. ^ ^ - - _^ gtf 

' I would certainly appreciate any help I can get to learn the 
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facts, any information or document concerning the above mentioned things 
would be greatly appreciated. 
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Tte National Council of Churches of Christ (NCCC) includes in its membership 
the 1-adin? Protestant churches in the country. Various critics of the Council, 
vdthout access to factual data to support their assertions, have claimed fajs . 
group is communist controlled or influenced. The FBI, of course, has not 
investigated the NCCC. (100-508S9) 
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June 12, 19G1 




7. f ;rve received your tetter of June I and do appreciate 1 
liit interest which prompted your communication. 

* * 

It is always pieasinj to bear from citizens who demon* 
etrate an awareness oi the problem of communism and a sincere 
desire to ore^are themselves to meet this challenge to our freedoms. 
A broad knowledge of the objectives nnd operations of the commutiisi 
movement is essential il Iht />meric;-n peoyie ?re to effectively recrsl 
iin or«»di ;^ iiuiueucuu. ; "y tv*/' v-.\n written in th:» lvop° that it would 
b. ;o"M. ; ^:iii.*;v I : \ncv . ivAzvev.v:-. in .-earni;!. tho srue nature of 
Uiis evii. conspiracy, ?.n.i 1 an- pieaircd to learn thai you pre tin/iu^ it 
lu be of v:.iuu in your &lu..! : ej>. I an. enclosing some material on the 
subject i*l communism which you mr y like to rea-J. 

With respect to your .n\j.:iry, : ntcr;i:uti^n in i ; iil 
ijies mvA he mair&Uiiueu ao coniic?e^aai pursuant to regulations o; 
the i.*epartmeiit ot Justice. I re^rei that I am unable to be of 
service and hope you will not infer in this connection eiihei that we 
do or do not have the specific data you r on nested. 
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Sincerely yours, 
J* Edgar Hoovet 
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NOTE CONTINUED. . . The National Council of Churches of Christ (NCCC) 
includes in its membership the leading Protestant churches in the country. 
Various critics of the Council, without access to factual data to support 
their assertions, have claimed this group is communist controlled or 
influenced. The FBI, of course, has not investigated the NCCC. (100-50869) 
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June 2, 1961 



Mr. John Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
U. S. Department of Justice 
Washington 25, D. C. 



t$. 



Dear Sir: 

Am at this time in the process of reading your book 
entitled, "Masters of Deceit" and find it most interesting. Also 
am a member of the Masonic Fraternity, being a 32° mason so am 
most intrusted in becoming enlightened on tyays and means of upsitting 
the communist regime in America. 



i/ 



^ 



Would appreciate any official documents regarding 
communism and its affiliates, such as communists in churches, 
businesses, corporations and schools or as a matter of fact in all 
walks of life. How we are able to distinguish their actions in the above 
organizations and the due process to follow to upset their world 
domination plans. 

I have been told there is communism in some of our 
churches here in America if so, what churches are communist 
inspired and what church leaders belong to the party* 

Have many more questions in regards to the above 
but you as a Masonic brother probably know best that for which I 
seek, Fiat Lux, 




Most Sincerely yours, 
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June 9, 1961 




in 



Your letter of Kay 3i, 1961, .vith enclosures, has boon 
received. I appreciate your interest in giving me the benefit of your 
observations, and I welcome the opportunity to clarify our position kith 
respect to this matter. "* ud b 

Our churches have been and will continue to be important 
targets in the over -all communist program of endeavoring to infiltrate 
our established institutions, and we must remain alert to such efforts to ~~ 
subvert our way of life. Th; communists have tried to infiltrrte every 
part of our society, and patriotic Americans must continue to take a 
firm stani against coir.rr.uiiifen: and combr.t it vherever possible. But 
thi^ opposition to communism must be careful, constructive and positive, 
am! it must always be kept within the due process of la./. In reference 
to Mr. Cassels* article, Assistant Director William C. Sullivan in his 
discussion of communism dealt with this subject with all possible objec- 
tivity, candor and accuracy. i ^ 

I am returning your enclosure as you requested, and I 
am also sanding you some material on the subject of communisr. which 
may be of interest. 
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Sincerely yours, 

.» Mnar Hoover 
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Letter to^ | 

^^S^SSe NaUona! Counter Sufcve-ive 
Activities Committee of The American Legion. 
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June 7, 1961 
NOTE continued: 

includes in its ££2SS£%2« %££?£**? <NCCC > 
country. Various critic* nf «1 JvT g ,- rotestant churches in the 
to support thei? MS^^e^a^^^- t0 faCtual *** 
controlled or influenced Thi fbi^!? g u ° up is com »unist 
the NCCC. (100-50869) ' C ° UrSe ' has not ™estigated 
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ay 30 - 1961. 



Dear Mr. Hoover: 

I have been unable to learn the truth of the statement that you had 
said that the- National Council of Churches was infiltrated with 
Communist I am most concerned as I have heard that statement 
made bv speakers of colleges and it is being made in many High 
school commencement exercises. I belong to the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) and we support the Council and the President 
of SaUonal Council is a member of our brotherhood. I would 
appreciate it very much if you could give me some information on 
this matter. ~* , - 

I just finished reading your book "Masters of Deceit" every 
American should read it. I would like to thank you for all you 
have done for America and may God bless you in your work. 



Thank You 
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Mr. De Loach 



date: 6-2-61 
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subject: NATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE 
CHURCHES OF CHRIST IN THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
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^Vestry Committee o^St. Mark's Episcopal Church, Shreveport 
Louisiana, has>*epared well- documented report concerning National Council ' 
of the Churches of Christ in the USA (NCCCA). This is very critical of NCCCA 
and contains a resolution by the Church Vestry that the Protestant Episcopal 
Church should withdraw from the NCCCA. ~" 

Vestry Committee's report criticizes NCCCA for speaking out 
as the official voice of Protestantism in America, on controversial issues such as 

I the seating of Red China in the United Nations. It states that NCCCA "although 
not communistic, has been an aid to the communist conspiracy." (underilHin'^dded) 
Among NCCCA pronouncements and activities which the report berates is a ° 
« pamphlet entitled "The Negro American— A Reading List" published by the 
Department of Racial and Cultural Relations of the NCCCA which lists books 
by W. E. B. DuBois, Herbert Aptheker and others of their ilk. 

Vestry Committee's report contains references to FBI and 
Director indicating Committee holds Bureau in high esteem. Among specific 
items cited by Vestry Committee to substantiate its opposition to NCCCA are 
remarks last December by Dr. Joseph B. Hunter of Little Rock, who is affiliated 
with NCCCA, that "the FBI is just a secret police network which infringes on the 
individual rights of man." 

Copy of Vestry Committee's report and copy of transcript of 
conference between Committee and Dr. J. Quinter MiUer of NCCCA are attached. 
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For information. 
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Jones to DeLoaxh Memo 
RE: NCCCA 
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DETAILS 



•*m , o* 5 a ?, e " ve . 1 °P e Postmarked May 29, 1961, and bearing the return 

address of St. Marks Episcopal Church, Shreveport, Louisiana, the Bureau has 
received copies j of a booklet concerning the National Council of the Churches of U 

Christ in the USA (NCCCA). This booklet, which is most critical of the NCCCA 
upnsists of a well- documented report concerning the NCCCA bv a Vestrv ' 

Committee of St. Marks Church. y 

a ♦ a Review ot this booklet reveals^that the Vestry Committee obviously 

devoted a great deal of time, energy and funds to its study of the NCCCA. Based 
upon the Committee's findings, the Vestry of St. Mark's Episcopal Church adopted i~ 

a resolution on April 21, 1961, that "the Bishop of Louisiana be and he is hereby - 

petitioned immediately to take such steps as may be necessary and expedient to 

?^%K e S r ? eSt f^ E P isc °P al Church in the United States of America to withdraw 
from The National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States." 

HIGH LIGH TS OF THE VESTRY COMMITTEE'S FINDINGS 

a «^ * e ,w (1) ? n pa P lf the ^P 011 (c °Py a «ached) states, "The NCCCA has done f >' 

£?, £* w l great nUm , b l r ° f tMngS that we feel *™ not * the best interest of the - 

Church. We have proved beyond a reasonable doubt that it has made a practice of 
speaking on behalf of all members of the 34 denominations comprising the NCCCA 
when it is in fact not specifically authorized to do so. In this regard, it has been ' 
deceitful, in that it actually did desire the impression to be madl^n the putlic tL 

Z2&^^ 39 mim ° n ' ( " miUi ° n ™» *» °< «" » dominations 

«, «• • i • " Th ? ifCCCA has far exceeded its rightful role in speaking out, as 
the official voice of Protestantism in America, on such controversial issues as 

l!f If?. aid * t ° !? ucation » the right-to-work laws, the ethical considerations of the 
steel dispute, the seating of Red China in the United Nations, etc 

"The NCCCA, although not communistic, has bee n an aid to the 
communist conspiracy. " (underlining added) ~~ 
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Jones to DeLoach Memo 
RE: NCCCA 



(2) On page 2, the Vestry Committee sums up its findings with the 
conclusion that " the National Council of Churches as it is presently constituted and 
operated, is a harmful and highly dangerous institution. " 

ISSUE OF COMMUNISM 




On pages 10 and 11, the Vestry Committee reports that it could find ... . 

no instance where " any responsible person" has accused the NCCCA of being a %* ~* 

communist front or of having communists in executive or administrative posts — 
" But there is room for discussion of the extent to which activities or Pronouncements 
of the NCCCA or of high officials within it may have paralleled propaganda of the 
communists. " 

The report is particularly critical of Dr. Edwin T. Dahlberg, immediate r 
past president of the NCCCA, "who has been attacked most strongly as furthering 
causes which the Communists wish furthered. " tU*V> 

In criticising the NCCCA' s position regarding Red China, the report 
states, "When the National Council* s World Order Study Conference in Cleveland in 
195C recommended recognition of Red China by the United States and inclusion of it 
in the United Nations, the Committee of One Million Against the Admission of 
Communist China to the United Nations conducted a poll of Protestant clergymen ^__ 

throughout the nation More than 8, 000 Protestant clerygmen responded to this ~ * 

poll by mail. Of this total, 87 per cent opposed both admission of Red China to United ^* 

Nations and recognition by the United States. Only 11 per cent were in favor. Two jj 

per cent favored recognition but opposed admission, or vice versa, or said they , 

could not make up their minds. " 

The Vestry Committee also cites the anti-HCUA attitude openly .--■••• 

displayed by members of the NCCCA; and it deals very critically with a pamphlet 
entitled "The Negro American— A Reading List" published by the Department of 
Racial and Cultural Relations of the NCCCA which lists books by W. E. B. DuBois, 
Herbert Aptheker and others of that ilk. 

SEVERAL REFERENCES TO FBI AND DIRECTOR 

Throughout the booklet, there are several references to the FBI and 
the Director which disclose that the Vestry Committee holds the Bureau in high 
esteem. In addition, " Masters of Deceit" is favorably quoted. 
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Jones to DeLoach Memo 
RE: NCCCA 



As part of the material to substantiate its opposition to the NCCCA 
the Vestry Committee has cited a newspaper article published last December in ' 
which Dr. Joseph B. Hunter of Little Rock (who is affiliated with the NCCCA) was 
quoted saying, "I think the FBI and the House Committee on Un-American Activities 
got together and subpoenaed a group of persons, hired a film company and then went 
out to San Francisco to make a propaganda movie ("Operation Abolition") in an 
effort to help the HCUA get their financial appropriations next month from 
Congress.... After all, the FBI is just a secret police network which infringes on 
the individual rights of man." 




INFORMATION IN BUFILES: 





St. Mark's 
sent the 
.month and 
asked the 
reply dated 



Bufilej 
Episcopal Church 

Director a mimeographed copy oi the Vestry Committee's" 

offered to send printed copies when they were avafable. 

Director to send his comments concernin^hereport; ho^ 

May 16 1961, the Director advised! |that in view of his FBI position 

it would be improper for him to comment regarding the Vestry Committee's report. 

9ftaM , . , . J» wMltion to a copy of the Vestry Committee's report, there also is 
attached a printed transcript of the conference between the Vestry Committee and 
Dr. J. Quinter^filler of the NCCCA in Shreveport last February! U ° mmmee and 
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| rolson 



eucxn..;;^. Visur c:;.i':r*i r^r-t c >■ '■■■.' "rim is wu:j; ; .:j ; i.LG and 
your 0-y.Axe io rxiiurs " ; .i * tS;> -i *.;*:•'.* ?■:;,*> rL^r'K;^ ti.e .-.Mure of 
i!ns jr^noce • ?: rcTStrurin^. 

r j | 4 3 Fi*I, ^s ?v.i >nvts f ^^ r > T v3 ^^'Onf'y, '!'■- t; *v»t Curm&h 
cor- • i-p.i.s cr fcVr.ior.iv'''^ e^'ic r/,;n ■ th.? t:hrrr*clor '■? J^U *v .y >f ?nix 

»;■:•. : w . .!. : i :.,.• J ; . -.»'.l vi.H l.'.t ^IvLT ^'iU'lT tl-tU WC Jt; oj (.*0 IlOt 

hsv2 ••la i . u -r liic-s r.\^i Mir.; r. 1 m.* unnbia iu ruivit-i: you whore 
to ob.'Ju such i:;:oi:;^Lioa. */jj ii ay aesire to r^-ier ic L-y i:jos>, 
M Mic...rs w-i >icc.I, ; v.ucra, ;m ;?..,us S*:* tnruu.h c.'i, you will Clad 
a d 5 :icu'jsiLM conceruiuj, cui: -Liuaist eiions to infiltrate cur churcacs. 

lirs U. ;■.:,■' ', ■'.Li,'-i .' >. tio;w ' . -.v. v- . : ? ' :vi 
Ui.tfU'l^JLc'J oy the l^uube Coxi.i'iitttse m ba-i:Ui-.i'ic;.a ..i* ..**uL>, -uu 
iliis ;> r-y- .I-. J uj connuciRni vi'.'i its -ivp?.r:Uui>. /^ ?. ...ntter at 
I .;i-y, iU:v\oxv, I nii .in?.bie lo r.i2.u-i M*y cj.i n^a, ;ij-;.'.-'.. ii- 

b-ji.-n Cite.i by ciie i^--i-Lu:CMjt o-?" Jvtsiifu i-ursun<i ; j . ■ • -' ' vi. ^ir' i or 
10 1 j'J, Uv;i'i;ior wilU n^r . w^i r u sitcric. v;»uCi* i-:ny u. o; aoSisuiace 
to yc:.i. I era .ilea roUiruiiv, yyur eivjl«*saru at; you rvju^uUd. 
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Conrad ___ 

LwLoach 
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Pincoreiy yaurs, 
J. Edftsr Hoover 
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Mat me _^_— _ , - t ^ ^^ .. • . ^^ 

f^ v n o n " (See List of Enclosures and NOTE next page) [ / ' 

rrrtter-^- > f ; EnClOSUrtfS (4) 

' CJHrsh (3) 
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Letter to! 



Enclosures (4) 

Correspondent's enclosure 

Attorney General's list " ^ 

Communism: The Bitter Enemy of Religion >'S« "., 

The Communist Menace: Red Goals and Christian Ideals m£"* 

NOTE: Bufiles contain no information identifiable with correspondent. 
He enclosed a clipping of a letter he had written to the Editor of a news- 
paper, the substance of which was the need for belief in religion as a 
deterrent to communism. /The clipping contained a typewritten notation _. 

requesting its return. The"National Council of Churches of Christ (NCCC) 
includes in its membership the leading Protestant churches in the country. ■;>:-' 

Various critics of the Council, without access to factual data to support - 

their assertions, have claimed this group is communist controlled or 
influenced. The FBI, of course, has not investigated the NCCC. 
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Director J. Sd&cr Hoover 
Federal JBuretu of Investigation 
ftcshingtbn, &• C. 

Dear Sir* .;:.:. ■■- 



if J? 

hlL/i * *rite this letter thot I might increase my knowledge conce: 

- the Communist lie that I lul&aX, better serve both God and Country r~ f 




am most alarmed at the Msry evident infiltration of -CoranuniBm no'w^fcoH 






deeply entrenched within our society. I believe that the last bulwark 
of freedom, unconquerable, by the "Meters of Deceit" is the ChurSf 3^' " 



- -w— jKA,5>.- 




* Christ with its message of brotherly love. I do not know if suchjj.fi 

: your personal conviction but I dc V::.or, thet our freedom is drawing^© 

a rapid close unless the people of thi6 great United States ^vak»*u' 

K-terialism, spcthy, moral decay promoted by a dwindling o£^en*faJf* 

spiritual conviction, all this, now washed in the ever increasing fait 

eistlc Com.iunist deceit has walked us to the very* brink ofadisastej*. 

A young person of t went yone (Just a few years younger than myself ) 

\ recently seid that I wcs sn alarmist and that Contaunism would never *llo J 

"•■'•" ' •••:■.. :-•::■ "Ji$p<i 

reign in these United States. A prominent business nan of Boston '.«•?* 




. ■**■.', 



W 



dicing fcconversction # "ifcybe the Coj&nunlets sre ri£ht w . If to tell tl 
tguth ijgpto be *n ilsrmist then let us pray for more £or it seems tl 
f..^-"*"': •.: -•*£ :^v%j?eached such a composure of contented indifference that "i* .fell" : 
HM'-f^- **** ajshock to arise many. To work, to speak with any •utfiorl^^So^y 
R ^^i? Cnvime, one must have at his command more than J?pthu^i«sivi>" : Q«?po^6' J 0, 

^ ! I ^-r ^ *■ s * rec. 65 /<?£ - $v}rv> tyi<&yi 

I &?-: : -' one nust have a knowledge of the facts. To 1 nfii i nf TittMni nirTflhl 
fe^. aO^Rm£#r L information. e t* V* fcV » **r^fc 

S9E££- UVTrFhere n»i£ht rgeininforliSllon contfer 



&&t* 



S» 



L4-.- 



TJ5* 



*#Tv 






./■ 



f 
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K entitled, "The T: 



HE- 



\*& 



Si* 



: ^ 



; *■;•■ f -■ 



TruSk 



el/ul 



5 r 



ut the Foreign Fclica£sso\:lation" strongly 



\At 



,-* - * 7 



sets forth the Ha tips 1 Council of Churches of Christ in the United -■*-* 
States as sn organization riddled With Communism. In paticular 3Uj§£ 



frl&n* 



points but ft pamphlet published by the IJCC entitled, "The" Negro* 
•sft book li6t heavily doced ?/ith Communism's deceit* Is it ooaslbio'^ 
for me to get :r.cterial, in detailed form, concerning the NCC.tl &§$'&* 
ftnd nher6 might I obtain information concerning loc«l penetration both 



^g&ri ■ 



•t Church and governmental levels ? I would like information concerning 
Church penetration throughout the United States - if possible. \"«^r £"-■'-- 

(2) Does a list of subversive organizations exist such as one '"■*'. ■'{'•. 

signs when entering the service ? If so how might I obtain eucbT'lH^/* 

. - - ■■ ..- -\«^\-"V.- 

(3) Fuat is ycur opinion concerning the film "Operation Abolition?! 

"*" ' - - -. • r-->K- *.**,: z 

I recently attended • showing of such in Roc kit. nd Ilassschusette. :i X- v ~ 

thought thrt there ».«s little to be controversial in it. It oereley^ 

shov.ed actucl filrainge in the courthouse and it %zb all to evident what 

started and fed the. riots, 'uhen the shewing of the film had finished, * 

• minister,. *ho had vigorously oposed the c honing of the film •■' the 

head of the Rockland area Council of Churches, blasted the f ilm wfth 

""- '' -•»: - - -" 4*. . 

ft golden oratory. He called it a distortion of the truth and even.^. '" 
used parts of Patrick Henry's famous speeoh. I had never '\mft i&£g&& 

irv. *>■ "4-1 * ■• 



# ^-.:-. 



Communist. I do not know wether he vsa genuine or not but if I 3JfivJS : 

expected to hear one speak against the film he did it «s I had imagined. 

:"■"-■-- •'*" r>?^iT^" "•-■■ 
I am by no .Means accusing him of being • Communist but what he said was 

little vJrThls oratory was most convincing. ' "• * \*'^^Jtr^\' : ' :% 4 

, vr >. I eend a copy of a letter which nas printed in a local^papfeJ->^? 






«& 



not to long ago* I send it that 70U might know I am most genu 
^t£ i • "^ **** but I heed knowledge to fight. Th»nk ¥ou for'fthy tiS 
VpT^ * infornitioh in my behalf. '* *.t / ' *T ;:f^^ A V^;^g 



ft: 



!*'/*•■ 






Sincere! 



■ .•" « * ' 
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June 5 lj\jI 



Yuji loiter oi \?ay it?, ;^ui, i;«.s ujen * eieivecL, 
au-i Lie inL'voift which promote.! you i.a write ie a^rociite.;. 

/-lthou^h I would iiiunto be of service, the rBI 
is aa investigative agency of the l*'e:ieral Government ana, as 
such, Joea not make evaluations nor i\*w conclusions ds to the 
ch-xacter or integrity oi any organization, publication oi iii.ivk.uol. 
J li^ret th.*t I am an-ijie to hei±> you atu. hope that you will not Infer 
in iak; con a action ei&er that we <o or that we co not h«u f e 'UU in 
our lues relaiin^ to the: saLis^t of you* inquiry. In view ui your 
JuLr. est in Uie accuxucy oi ;*. .'OViineuL pubiitthe by a::uJ.j* 
b DVjru a*jiii.ai agency it is iiu^este- you *auy iOi;ir- to direct 
your request to i"he itouoi'ablc, The Secretary of the *ur force. 
V/ashio^tun 25, D. C. 

1 j J. 
Enclosed is some literature dealing with the enuria 

b.:i ect ci communism which :;iav bi oi interns*.. cu : 
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bh.'Cerely youi*. 


J 5? 


J. E.Mi J-torvfT 


Jtiiia lll.'^.ar utK.7'«r 
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Lirector 
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■'iir tit « 
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Enclosures (4) 

Director's Statement Re Internal Security, 4-17-61 

Communism: The Bitter Enemy Of Religion , * j 

Communist Illusion And Democratic Reality (v.; *''• ^S <\\ 

Thre^part series on Christianity To^ty /V v . ^ ) K 



3 JJ r ■ .*• I 

NOTE: In view of the commonness of correspondent's name, only subversive^ ^ 

references in the locality of Michigan were reviewed. On the basis of these 
£FT:liiv (3) 



!r, 1 ' lI ur : ...... r ; j t* ' im:-«. wi LS (continued on next page) 
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NOTE CONTINUED: 

references, no identifiable information was located in Dufiles. Correspondent has 

reference to a training manual issued by Air Force in 1-60, which was critical of 

the NCCC. The National Council of Churches of Christ (NCCC) includes 

in its membership the leading Protestant churches in the country. Various j 

critics of the Council, without access to factual data to support their 

assertions, have claimed this group is communist controlled or influenced. < 

The FBI, of course, has not investigated the NCCC. (100-50869) , 
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Kay 23, 1961 . 
Mr. J, Edgar Hoover 

% Federal Boreau of Investigation 
.Washington, D. C. 
Dear sir: 

I am becoming increasingly interested in fighting the 
Co.iraunist menace. I have recently become interested in studying 
the National Council of Churches, of which my chnrch is a 
member. I would appreciate it^vcry much if you would send 
ma information relative to the degree of infiltration in this 
gi.cup. I am especially interested in a comment as to the 
decree of accuracy of the Air Force manual which placed a 
documented finder of doubt on the N. C. C. 

Sincdrelv 
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"four ietter of Hay 2G, with enclosures, lias been re- 






Our churches have been and will continue to be important 
targets in the over-all communist program of endeavoring to infiltrate 
our established institutions, and *re must remain alert t > wich efforts 
to subvert our way of life. The communists have trio J w <...2rt their 
iniluence in every part of our society, and I a^ree with you wholeheartedly 
that patriotic Americans must continue to tai.e a fir:n stand agaii-.^t coii- 
munism and combat it v.'!iererer possible. L-\-.t this o^ooitio^ to 
co*-.::.-:Uiiisiij. must by careful, constructive and positive, and it must 
always be l.ept withiu the due process of law. In reference to ITt. Cassels' 
article, Assistant Director //illiam C. Sullivan in hi6 discussion of commu- 
nism dealt with tliis subject with all possible objectivity, candor and 
accuracy. )n pages 324 through 32C of my booi;, "Masters of Oeceit, " 
you will find a full discussion of this matter. 
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Enclosed is one of my recent statement*, about the 
coi.imunmt meiuce .vhich you i:,a} fin.! of intercut. 



1; 
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BHftont 



Callahan . 
Conrad — 
OeLooch. 
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-J_ Enclosure 



*°0L / -4-17-61 Statement on Internal Security 
^.TL^IIZ 1 - MrV WnNahFC°%lmvan - Enclosure 

riot lei 
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h^, j_j^Ei NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. 
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May 26, 1961 



J. Edgar Hoover, Director F. B. I. 
Dear Sir: 

The inclosed clippings should tell you something. 

• *u u u Chlef Ins P ector WnHr C. Sullivan says infiltration 
in the churches is not true. 

The pamphlet from Austin Texas proves that he is 
wrong Also the record of the National Council of churches seems 
to follow the communist line, that also proves that he is wrong. 

How can he have your full approval when he is so 
at variance with other statements in Masters of Deceit . 

The communists are not stupid. Why would they 
neglect to infiltrate the churches. —Send their bright young men 
thru seminary, just as in Russia? 
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Sincerely, 
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a Mr. rarsonrE 



Mr. Mohr._ 
Mr. Bc1mon.___ 
Mr. Cullahnn^ y 



Mr. Cojtrad_— £ 

Mr. m^^jlL 

Mr. EvBiiif^ 



Mr. lf.i)*,nc. 
Mr. Rrifcnn_ 
Mr. T«vd __^_ 

Mr. Trottrr 

Mr. W.C.SulJwmn 
Tele. Room^ 
Mr. Injrram. 
Mi«s G»njy^ 
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June 2, 1961 

'If! ■ I CT} 
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I have received your letter of May 25, with 
enclo^ur^, and the interest which prompted you to communi- 
cate with me on this occasion is appreciated. 






4> 



fc*->* 



While I do wish it were possible to be of 
assistance, a long-standing policy of not furnishing eval- 
uations or conclusions as to the character or integrity 
of any organization, publication or individual will preclude 
my complying with your wishes on this occasion. I do . 
hope you will understand the difficulties involved. ; 



r. 



KMLZD 31 
COKM.FQt 



Sincerely ycurs, 

J. Ld^i Hoove; 
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Toir.M) 



Belmont 

Callohan 

Conr<H _ 

DeLoarh 

Cvant 

MstoM 

Rosen 

ToveJ 

flatter 

T*le. R< 
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NOTE: fl p ij on the Special Correspondents' List. His 

enclosure is a resolution which instructs theTtfational Council of Churches 
of Christ to desist from engaging in areas contrary to their constitution and 
to refrain from giving the impression that they speak for constituted bodies 
or individual members of their Council. The National Council of Churches 

of Christ (NCCC) includes in its membership the leading -Protestant churches 
in the country. Various critics of the Council, without access to factual data 
to support their assertions, have claimed this group is communist controlled 

&pr influenced. The FBI, of course; 'has not investigated the NCCC. 
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June 1, 1961 



&7Z 



i I::.vo receive-: your letter dated .Uiy 23, 196.1,' "-' 
i:r1 the !i:;«;i*usi wnich prompted your co municati>is witii 
»ac Ls appreciated. -r /=•' 

While I would like to be of service, the juris- 
diction and responsibilities of the FUI do not extend to 



i- 






~ 7 < " 
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$'i«» shci!J ; j.ot if.f-.r t':t.: <v;r files So or do nil coutufn 
iiiforrcatio'.i co .ccr.iiiij* the*-!. 



of the 



In view of your interest in the haemal security 
United S totes, I am enclosing two itens of literature. 



."■•"■\. r > v 



«/ 



hot; ; uk y -.; llov: : 



Si; ,'j .rc^.y yours, 






-V.'«;:.'- . **»2 ,orl'' Coiiiicii of C*.urc??cs is alleijor'ly en loosed 

uos. of iiost of the Christian churches throi«;hout the world oxecot 

SiT^-V-Ztbe Koaan Catholic Church and certain small sects. Bufiles* 

^ contain no identifiable information of a derogatory nature 

l. Zi_ concernin S this organization. (100-23155i) 
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TV ,ation.-.I Council of the Churches of Cbrir.t 
If not bee;, lives -iintcil by t?w Uurcau. Ke have kept abrerst 
r tbe efforts of the Caaiuuist rarty (CP) to infiltrate 
^ through our over-all investigation of the CPU5A. It 
loes not appear that the policies of this organization are 
jing dictated by the CP. (100-50869) 

Dufilcs contain no idcr.tifUKc! reference.- 10 
Borrcspc.r5ent • 

The f(/liov;i:ia Itces oi literature were sent to 
^respondent? ~r 

1. "What You Can Do to Fight Communism' 
anu Preserve America" 

2. T bc Director's statement on Internal 
Security 'J-17-61 
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J, Edgar Hoover 

Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Director Hoover: 



I have just ccrv.leted your book, IIASTZSS OF ICCEIT, end found it " 
very informative and enlightening on coanunisa and how it vorks :-~ 
here in the United States. 

As a teacher, hone;oaker, and active church rrtnber, I have a 
question that I feel is vciy important to ry fardly,cifer, state 
and country. I ;;ould like to knar.: if and ho;-: much ta xational 
Council of Churches and the VJbrld Council of Churches is irrfil- 
tYZZSGr. ir xrsfj are as infiltrated as I have read, why is it 
not a knoim fact to all Christians vho support it uriknor*-lnglyT 
llany people in the churches have been told* or read that these 
organizations are cora^jonistic but heve no proof. Ife need proof 
"oefore ve can take aiv action. Is there any publication or in- 
formation that you or your office vould recocnend as proof of 
infiltration of these t;:o organizations? It soens to ae that £ 
support of a communistic organization is a criae against God %- -^ 
arid country. ;, T e do support the KCC and as far as I knot: the *?CraWl 
The people should know if these organizations are infiltrated wMr -. ' 
to vhat extent. I feel confident that I am asking the right V. « 
person or persons, ty writing this letter and will be anxious for 
an ansuer in the very near future* 

Thanking you for your trouble, I anA^y 
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5-27-6.1 



PLAIN TEXT 



TELEGRAM 



DEFERRED - COII ECT 



REC-9 




LI 



YOU!* V IRE OT TODAY RECEIVED. T BI IS INVESTIGATIVE AGENCY. 
DOES NOT I :/.::o EVALUATIONS NOR Di-.AV conclusion as tc 
CHARACTER CR INTEGRITY OF ANY ORGANIZATION, PUBLICATION OR 
INDIVIDUAL. THEREFORE, STATEMENT ATTRIBUTED TO ME NOT TRUE. 



FOR SAME REASON CANNOT SUGGEST BOOK OF TYPE TO V/HICH YOU 



Y-K 



hAVE '77 FORKED. 



JOHN EDGAR HOOVER, DIRECTOR 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of the correspondent. The National Council 
of Churches of Christ (NCCC) includes in its membership the leading Protestant 
churches in the country. Various; critics of the Council, without access to 
iactual data to support their assertions, have Ciai. i?d tlvs *roup is comisuvust 
controlled or influenced. The FBI, of couise, has, noL investigated the NCCC. 
(iOO- 50669) 
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Your letter of May 17, 1961, has been received, and 
the interest which prompted you to write is appreciated. 

Although I would like To be of service, the FBI it* an 
investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as such, doea 
not make evaluations nor draw conclusions as to the character or 
integrity of any organization, publication or individual. I regret that 
I an? unable to help you and hope you will not infer in this connection 
eit'icr thrt we do or that we do not have data hi our files relating to 
y-jiiv inquiry. 

I am enclosing some literature dealins with the general 
subject of communism which may be of interest. 



Sincerely yours, 



o r.. 



4 



Umvr.r 



John Ed^ar Hoover 
I . Director \ 



.i 
Enclosures (3) . ■ I 



\ 



Statement 4/17/61 
~'-l '••'' The Communist Menace: Red Goals and Christian Ideals 

I If ) God and Country or Communism? 

NOTE: Bufiles indicate that by letter dated 11/25/60 correspondent was 
advised that she should feel free to write to the Director at any lime or 
contact her local Field Office If she felt she had information of value. 
_ At this time she was forwarded communistic literature; however, different 
publications are currently being sent. The National Council of Churches 

■ ~]L.-- BWE:jrb \. ' (Note continued on next page) 
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Note Continued: 



of Christ (NCCC) includes in its membershp the leading Protestant 'C &i 

churches in the country. Various critics of the Council, without access iL 

to factual data to support their assertions, have claimed this group is 
communist controlled or influenced. The FBI, of course, has not 
investigated the NCCC. (100-50869) 
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TRUE COPY 
May 17, 1961 





Dear Mr. Hoover, 

Several months ago, I became aware of the Communist 
Menace and wrote you for information which you so kindly sent. There 
are so many articles written on the subject -- some so violently - that 
I feel you are one of the only ones who can give me accurate information. 

Most recently I was given a copy of your three articles 
written for Christianity Today , and I agree thoroughly that Christianity 
is our major weapon agalnsFCommunism. My husband and I are parents 
of three young children, and we all SMPPort and attend our local 
Presbyterian Church. It is directed by and supports the National Council 
of Churches. This organization has come to our attention recently, 
and we are shocked to find an apparent infiltration of Communists. 

Can you please heir us? We sacrifice to support our 
Church and certainly don't want this moiey going to aid the course 
of Communism. 
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Thank you so much. 
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Date: 5/25/61 



Transmit the following i.n PLAIN TEXT 



(Type in plain text or code) 



Vin AIRTEL 

A 



(Priority or Method of Hailing) 






TO 

FROM 

SUBJECT 



DIRECTOR, FBI 

SAC, CINCINNATI (94-223) 
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CCORRESPONDEHCE AND TOURS) 
BUDED 5/29/61 

Re Bureau airtel to Cincinnati, -5/22/61. 



The cap tioned 
on 5/24/61, by SA 
instructions in re 1 " 
evangelist refe rred to in h\ 
is the Reverend 
is tin? pas Lor oi 



en 



Reverend 
meeting a 




[recently com 

Church in 



lal was contacted at her residence 
and inf ormed in accordance with 
^stated that the 
to the Bureau dated 5/15/61, 
and that she be lieves that he 

She related that 



:er 



et^iay evangelistic 




tec 



^ J was furnishe^jith the reprints furnished as 
enclosures wu!r^eairtel. m ■ expressed great 

admiration for Director HOOVEK^tu^he work of the Bureau. She 
. commented that she greatly appreciated the prompt attention 
received by her inquiry to the Bureau. 

RUC 

3-Bureau 

2 -Indianapolis (Enc . 3) 

1-Cincinnati 



Hfc 



& 



MSC/EDM:blb 
(6) 



f 



Approved:*. 



Special Agent in Charge 



Sent 



M Per 




c b 



CI 94-223 



Office: 





There are attached hereto for the Indianapolis 

1. A copy of Bureau airtel 5/22/61. 

2. A copy of letter 5/15/61, from! 



Indianapolis should: 

Check their indices on the Reverend ^^^ 

If no information exists to the contrSy^ 

ira and make it crystal clear that the FBI: 

A. Does not comment concerning the character 

or integrity of any organization, publication, 
or individual. 

B. Let him know that an unnamed person in Columbus, 
Ohio^attend|d an evangelistic^neetin^af the 

1 ■,hurcf in! [and 

aWrTButes^o^him the sHtemen^Registered 
Communists are connected with our National 
Council of Churches" and that proof could be 
obtained from FBI in Washington, D. C. 

C. Inform him that the FBI has made no comment 
concerning the National Council of Churches 
or any similar organization. 

D. Furnish him the attached copy of the manuscript 
of Chief Inspector WILLIAM C. SULLIVAN entitled 
"Communism and Religion" dated 2/22/61. This 
document was approved by the Bureau. It 
contains the Director's sentiments, and was 
used as a basis for delivery by Mr. SULLIVAN 

to a meeting of approximately 1,000 clergymen 
on the date indicated in Cincinnati. Page 
5 should be of particular attention to him. 
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CI 94-223 






E. Correct his erroneous impression about 

alleged FBI statement and ask him to desist 
from such statements in the future. 

If the Bureau has any objection to the 
proposed procedure, sutel Indianapolis, prior to Z~ 

commencement of business on 5/31/61. ** 
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5-22-61 
^Airtel »■■- 

1*1*7 

'To: JAC, Cincinnati 

i 

Fron: Director, FBI 

-i\ 

JtEbPOKDENCi; AND TOUI.o) rn ^ ., 

BUDED 5-29-C1 u 5? _ 

Enclosedaretwocopies of a Tetter dated 5-15-61 received ?gom 
captioned individual, fl Bib not identifiable in Bufiles, and she hSi been 

informed that she willTe^oniacTea immediately concerning the matters she 
mentioned. ^"- ■ 

An /igent of your office should contact correspondent and inform 
her of the confidential nature of our file*; and our inability to comment concerning 
the character or integrity of any organization, publication or individual. The 

j^Uchedi^rints can be given her. iSecure the name of the evangelist to whom 

■ preferred and assure her that the PLI has not made any statement , f . 

TeTauveroTne National Council of Churches of Chri6t or any other religious^' f 

group. Advise the Bureau when action completed under same caption,' your reply ^HI 

to be received no later than 5-29-Ci. ~~~~ 

loi your own information, the National Council of Churches of 
Christ includes in its membership the leading Protestant churches in the country. 
Variou:; critics of the Council, without access to&ctual data to support their 
..assertions, have claimed this group is communist controlled or infiltrated. The 
Uurcau, of cour.c, hay net invci* tinted th? Natkw.il Council of Churches of Cirist. 

Enclosures (7) \ \\''i ' '' ' ' • 

2 copies of incoming letter (') , .' 

— What You Can Do To Fight Communism 
" -~ m . Director 1 s Statement re Internal Security 4-17-61 .,.-."" - 

Introduction 4-61 LEB 

Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality 

Series from Christianity Today { . ; / ' " * ,! 
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«... Follow-up made' for 5-29-61 

Sullivan^ _.« .* 
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May 22, 1961 






De;tr^^^^^ 

Your letter of "May 15, 1961, has been received, 
and a Special Agent of our Cincinnati Office will contact you 
concerning the matters you mentioned. 

sincerely yours, 

John Edgar iioover 
Director 



**'•• 



<*-■ 



1 - Cincinnati 

See Buairtel 5-22-61 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Washington, 1). C. 

Gentlemen: 

Recently, an evangelist spoke in our church regarding 
communism in the United States. He brought out the fact 
that registered Communists are connected Kith our 'tatipnal 
Council of Churches, ffe have had other literature" "regard- 
ing the CommunSstic statis of some of the officials in the 
National Council of Churcher but our church members refuse 
to believe it. The above-nentioned evangelist stated that 
if mb want proof, we should write to the FBI in Washington 
and that you would send us literature supporting these claims. 

1.111 appreciate anything you Bright send that will assist a 
few of ur in opening the eyes of sleeping Christians tiio arc 
sending their money to Support the National Council of Churches. 
Thank you. 
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Tours truly, 
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T?oup letter of May 19 has been receive J, and 
I do appreciate the interest prompting your communication. 
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While I would like to be of service to you, the 
f BI is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and 
neither awakes evcluations nor draws conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
L -Jivl.hi-.il. I regret that I am junabl? to help you ana hope that 
y«»u wiil not Lifer in this connection cither that we do or that 
*»* Jo not have data in ou; files relating to the urbanization 
about which you inquired. 

The film, "Operation Abolition, " ic sponsored 
and distributed by the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities, and the FBI had no connection v.it.'i it -j prcpr ration. 
As a matter of policy, therefore, I am imatlj to make any 
comment concerning it. May I suggest you direct your 
questions to the Committee which is located in Hoom 225, Did 
House uffice Building, Washington 25, D. C. 

I am enclosing some material on the general 
subject of communism which you may like to read. 
Enclosures (4) Sincerely, writs, ■ \\ ■ / 

Communist Illusion and Democratic ReaUty* u ^' licoJ ^ t * 
April 1, 1961 LEB Intro f 

April 17, 19 CI Statement re Internal Security 
Series from "Christianity Today" 
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Your letter of May 13, lftflt, hfir been receiver'. 
Tie interest which prompter- you to 'rite 13 inda.?'J n^rrci?.*'^., 
and I vol tome the opportunity to correct this inUru^ktion ol * 
Chief Ir.rnwtor "MUiare C. fulllvan's rctrar!:s. 

I should like to emphasize that the communists 
I have tried to infiltrate every segment of our society. Their 

f efforts to destroy our form of government have been thwarted '~ 

by our internal security program; the investigation, arrest and 

prosecution of a number of Communist Party functionaries; and ' ' i 
the rising tide of public opposition to the communist .'movement. CO i: 
Cur churches have been and will coitinue to be important targets. > =i 
in the over-all subversive program of endeavoring to control^U*"" ' ~ ^ 
mass-type organizations, and we must remain alert to any ~ o? 

attempts to replace our national tradition with the atheistic > "" 

philosophy of communism. \/^ 

I an; thoroughly familiar with Mr. Sullivan's 
presentation of the true nature and objectives ol communism. 
He treated the subject with all possible objectivity, candor and 
accuracy. Mr. Sullivan fully exposed the falseness of communist 
tnought and practices, and he stronjiy emphasised their dangers. 

I am enclosing some material which may ba of 
.. ) assistance to you with respect to this problem. 
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inccrely yours, 



• ir ' 



^ \\ 'J r 



John Edgar Hoover 
*i Director 
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Honorable J. Edgar Hoover 
Department of Justice 
Federal 3ureau of Investigation 
'•7ashington,D.C. 

Dear Vx, Hoover: 

Thank you for your reply to my last letter 
regarding the^Comrjunist Party. I was glad to have 
that information under your signiature. 

Another matter has arisen that has me quite 
perplexed and definitely bothered. It has to do 
with a speech made by 2ugene Carson Blake in Los 
Angles on I jay 9th. In his talk before the Los 
Angeles Presbytery Dr. Blake spoke of a Mr. Sullivan 
presumably sent out by your office to alert people 
a gainst the various patriotic groups that are 
attempting to show the American people that the 
churches are being infily rated by the oommunists. 
I cannot believe that this can be ease Inasmuch as 
you wrote of this infiltration in your very own 
book "Masters of Deceit." lhat is the truth on 
tliis matter? Many of us are very ooneerned at the 
alarming way in which the communist line Is being 
promoted through many of the HCCf churches and even 
some of the independent churches. I would greatly 
appreciate hearing from you regarding this. 
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Enclosures 

Communism and Religion 
Series in Christianity Today 
4-17-61 statement 

NOTE: Bufiles contain no derogatory information regarding ^correspondent, 
and we have had prior cordial correspondence with her. The*National_ 
.Council of Churches (NCCC) includes in its membership the leading 



Protestant churches in the country. Various critics of the Council, 
without access to factual data to support their assertions, have claimed 
this group is communist controlled and influenced. The FBI, of course, 
has not investigated the (NCCC). 




-2- 



c 



Ai-:;nirr n. oi.tiiiam 

vnix I- olduam 

f. r. nnucKER 

PATKJTT AOWTT 



4 



f- r> in -\ r>3 *s o n- x> ili a ^ 

PATCNT A TMAC MARK LAW 

r» rinsT xa* onak to we 
AxrtoK 8. onio 






TELEPHONE PORTAGE ft-6417 



orrici: 
*s« ■ureanoa ■ 

PUOH IUPWIOI JJy 



Mr. TAr-ans-^. 
Mr. Mohr. y_ 
Mr. Brlronnt — 
Mr./VI.Vr.:iii_ 

)\<X nrhJC 



May 19, 1961 



National Council of Churches 
475 lUvcreidc Drive 
New York 27, N. Y. 

Gentlemen: 



To the Akron, Ohio, Iliwanifl Club, including me, the Police 
Department of the City of Akron has just shown the film "Operation 
Abolition" and played the tape of the Mayor of Jan Francisco'^ speech, 
both the film and tape concerned with the riote resulting from the 
hearing held in May, 1961, in Saft Francisco, by the Un-American 
Affaire Committee of the Con^rCs z of the United States. 

I have also just read your booklet opposing the film as a i*t- 

distoriion of the facts which occurred at the hearing?* f 

Asa member o£ the Church in Silver Lake, Ohio (Congrega- j 
tional) I am astounded and shocked by the position your Council has 
taken, and 1 am appalled at the fiimeincss and technicalities of your 
arguments in the face of the utterly ruthless and enarlingly nasty 
Communist leadership of the riots. 

Any violation of civil rights by the Un-American Affaire 
Committee, and there inevitably may be come, pales into utter insig- 
nificance in the face of the violations and total disregard for law and 
order undeniably exhibited by the ringleaders of the rlote and the 
people participating therein. 

Your position in thi* matter makes me think that you would 
stand by shouting about details of civil liberty at the trial of whrlst 
while doing nothing to save Him from the -ross. 

Or, more factually stated, your position in this matter is like 
a home owner chasing the firemen off Ms yard for tramping flowers 
when they are trying to put out a serious fire in his own house. 
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National Council of Churches 

Page 2 

May 19. 1961 



I am asking the minister cf our church, via a copy of this 
letter, whether or not our church pays anything to the support of 

your Council, and if it docs, I shall make every effort to discontinue 

our church 1 s support of such an inane, supercilious and weak- -v* 

minded body* Are all of your actions typically represented by your * 

action in the present situation? «~ 

I ask also in this letter that you send to rr.c any material 
which you have available as to who you are, who you represent, how 
you are financed, and any other booklets such as your "Operations 
/boli'icn" statins the Council's vtews on any other subjects involving 
the welfare of this nation. 1 would like to believe that a body bearing 
your august name shows real intelligence in some matters. 

I am sending a copy of this letter to our local Council of 
Churches with the exprcs? statement of my erctrcroe distaste for the 
coinplalsly untenable and unji/stified "holier-than-Lliou" position 
wluch jour Council has taken relative to a very serious matter. 

* 
Very truly yours, 



A. H^Oidharo 

cc: oummit County Council of Churches 

itev. John Keefc, Church in Silver Lai;c 
J. ^dgai- Hoover, T.B.I., Washington, D. C. 
Conjre3sman Francis 2. Walter, House of Representatives, 
Washington, P. C. 
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Your letter of May 12, 1001, has been received, 
an- I can understand your concern about communism. The desho 
Ql you and your associates to becomewbetter informed reoarcHng 
the nature of this menace is reassuring, and I appreciate your 
interest in "Masters of Deceit," whlrh was intended as a basic 
text on this subject. 

The film, "Operation Abolition," is sponsored an' 
dirt abut ed by the House Committee on Un-American Activities 
an., this Pureau had no :c".meition with it: preparation. As a 
maite? cf policy, theie.ore, I am unable to" make anv comment 
cont-ernin^ it. 

In response to your other inquiry, the FBI, as an 

investigative agency, does not furnish evaluations or comments 

con.crnin the character or integrity >r any iaiividu.il, ov-aniz »tion 

■ ; or puohcation. I hope you will not in.er either that ve uo oi do nut 

have data in our rile.? pertaining to ths organization you mentioned. 

In view oi this, I am sure you will rea!i7.a ihat neither I ncr any 

representative o,' this Durnau lias ma.? a statement rc^ardta" t"-i B « 
"rcun. ". 
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I am enclo? im; come material on communism which 
nu>,» be of interest to «*ou. 
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Sinjarciy yours, /* N / 
J. Edgar Hoover 
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ENCLOSURES * £: * 

4-17-61 Internal Security Statement ~ »^— » 

Communism; Bitter Enemy of Religion 
Series from "Christianity Today" 
3-60 LEB Intro & 17th Nat'l Convention 

NOTE: Bufiles contain no information identifiable with correspondent. -JT 

The National Council of Churches of Christ (NCCC) includes in its ••* 

membership the leading Protestant churches in the country. Various _ 

critics of t'ic Council, without access to factual data to support their 
assertions, have claimed this group is communist controlled or influciizsd. 
The FBI, of course, lis..? not investigated the NCCC. (100-*0869) 
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Mr. J. Idgar Hoover 

Bir. Tederal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D, C. 



Dear Sir: 
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Ml . i \ :i. ! MlT| ^ 

•Mr. i\*rmd -*i- 

Mr. Kvftnt __ 
Mr. Ma»m>c »«__ 
Mr. I?rv n 

Mr. Ti.t^^y_ 

Mr. w.c.i;flr«ivi«a 
Tele. Room . — J 
Mr. ln?ium _^_ i 
Miss Gaudy _^ I 

=3 



We, along with 46 other couples and/or groupe sponsored $ . ^ - / 
the movie •Operation Aboltion". As forwarned we have Btirred-^c^-- y v >- 
up a ■hornet 1 e nest" and many fint local Christ ion 8 are ' 

very concerned to think that we would dare ehow a film that 
the Hational Council of Churches has condemned so. lfcr 
husband and I have read several artiolee by Tom Anderson, 
publisher of Terra and Ranch 1 s —Straight Talk and also 
quotes from the Air Force reports and quotes of lir. Hoover 
as to the sympathies of tie National Council of Churdhes 
to connxanism and their goals. 

We would greatly appreciate your thought* on the 
status of the National Council of Churches and this movie. 
We are Methodists and very concerned about what we are 
hearing and reading and are trying to educate ourselves and 
others about the dangers of Communism, We have purchased 
•Masters of Deceit" , *The Naked Communist" and several 
others and are very eager to get more information but we 
want truthful materiAl and not di*£uieed conraunistlc 
'propaganda. 
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Please send as naich information, or sources of information^ 
and advise as possible. Thank you. '/ 







>- 









Sincere! 
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lL( -iv.:... md I a^/^ciaU your ir*L *• -it ia v.ritinj. I also waul to 
ituul; jf-ia iox' yeur kind tuaiuienlg aT;ut the >LI. 
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'* u * cenv-m you exprc*sec! i^ readily urider&tanJablJ, 
aad i v,u.M li!:e t, .aiphaji^ th- iaci that the cuiuinuaisls ha\c 
•/■ / ui ^ t '- > ? s uUu-atrf K\-cif ^art ul uui ^itly. rhcii cifort^ tv> ci^fa* 




ia, to ronnoi al! a-a^s-typ- cu'sank-atioiL,, ana we Liust remain alert 
tu any aa^»iiptc lj i ^viac^ >ur national tra-JUi-v. wita the allidiLit 
i-'-ulfiiiOpiiy of comniUiii.;iiu 
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I iowl liiui*; sucn b ly th^i. nuiiiUA-* of ixie Cori:xjtu-:i:*L 
i j • *y and ?ftf symynthiscrL in ihy united £t?.U* icprcacnl a Liu -..;. 
u ji IUu. c neurit/, and I a-ace v.viuknoa: udly iha ,>aix i^i • 
\... ;rk:t i. i*.u-.ii e atinao «.v ink;.- a ; -,u ^-^iiu ^ainaJi tin^ ujen; j _ una 
.. tinlx'iL k ..ii^r 



wniu; -i.aj be w aid to ,ou. 
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1 - Air. Adajt - 'i^wi (5uui aMi-ccc) v /'/.•., . ; / 

^ USC Kitei-isl 5 copies each "*j " 'jj J 

4 -17-01 Internal Security Statement Scries irom Cmistiantiy Today" 
Communist Illusion L Dcmocrsuic Foalicy 3-ou LFB Intro ft 17tn I atl, Conv 
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May 9, 1961 
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Dear Mr Hoover, 

What is happening to our Country? The Nat /. . / 
Council of Churches and even our own Pre&yterian Church 
is against everything we hold sacred. 

Yesterday at Los Angeles Presbytery Eugene Carson 
Blake quoted the UPI article by Cassels and said See, Hoover says 
there arnt any reds in the Church. If there arnt any, why do they 
.pass resolutions to strengthen the U. N. , oppose operation abolition, 
VFederal Aid to everything, disarming, ban nuclear testing Blake 
is against the House on Un American Activity, the NCC would like 
to recognize red China, and on & on. 

Blake said the "Candy Manufacturer and his 
foUowers" are Mc Carthism at its worst. I think Mc Carthy 
was a marvelous American. / 

The only person people will listen to is you, and 
when you are so misquoted, the people are not getting the truth. 
I'm sick at heart, the reds are going to take us over and the 
people (church people) won't know what happened. Whats wrong 
with our church leaders, why do they preach socialism- social 
gospei. Why can't we get back to old facts and religion and 
Patriotism. Its fcubversive to be religious and patriotic. I love 
God and my Country and I want to help keep them free. Tm not 
a vigilante, just an American. 

Please help us to know what to do to help. I've 
read your book & pamphlets, but could you send some more for 
me to pass out. 

Thank you, ' ' - * 
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CJnisfrianity, Communism Stand 
At Opposite Poles of Theology 

Christianity ana Communism ;*wn even tor the spare of onelthat their churches are overrun 
aland in the same relationship asicomersation, lei alone througlmvith Reds, 
yes nn'. no. white and blark. the 'he lone years of seminary study! »Th«» *n_~. , _ w 
iNorth Pole and Vac South Polr. i*nd pulpit service which are re-! lo *££' ,£ g 1"™jL • e M,ved 

They are categorical opposilcs. quired of any man m!k> hecomes^nn ^Amer^nr^!^ 2?T* 

Christianity afihms the sovc.- nn influential leader m US.|SS * fo£™£llL\- ** I? *?*' • 
*icnty of Uod and ascribes infi.tchurch life. ftt^W^ 

nite worth i» r* h human hcin S : But although they have failed' tonitrita iS^Jn^ 
because he is a .-hiM of God. i„ infiltrate the churches in anyjvan says -But ihia?* ■ nftenl 1 ! 

Communism rimics the <»xisl.[*ubKiantial way. there is evidence falsehood. The truth of the mat 1 
ence of (kxI. and values the in. < hat the Communists like it when lev is that Ihe Communist Dartvi* 
dividual only a* an instrument < , ha»ccs are made that they ec-'has nd achieved anv substantial i 
and sc. : ,i.il of Ihe slate. ' .tually have done so. [success in exerting domination 5 

No rational person can be a sbv The Communists knp^ that inlcontrol or influence over AtnerPS 
rere Christian and a sincere Convene present climate of Amcrican'ra's clerg* nen or reunions insti 'I 
mumst at the same time. Reeling, there is no surer way of;tuiions or , national scale " A 

Communists know this. That is|discreriiting the leadership o; '..-. .-LTT^ 

why they persecute Christian ichurches and of sowin^roniusion' 
churches sometimes openJy,!«nd discord among Their Jay j. 

Komctimc« subtly in every eoun-! m en»be>"s than Tor the suspicion jl 
try in which they have sained 1 * °* nourished that a .-ubstan-|] 
power, fmni Russia 10 Cuba. ,ia * number of Christiai. Heray-!- 

In frrr nations like Amerira. :rnen * ,T *^( ret supporters of \Ur\, 
Communists i-nnnoi >uppmss 1 no Communist conspiracy. 
Huirrhes but musi think of other You may tnink all of this k 
■a^lirs. • far-frirlird But the Federal Bu- 

AII«..|.U Mad.- .« Innilmlr —^B/Vi^^l'^h^' lT* 

Communis undoubtedly have is decplv .<om-rr1i»d about tiir 
trictl ir !..*. pHvi to infiltrate ihe danger In*: sclf-apnointcu 'vici- • 
r«nn VS .'' y V av u n ^ ^gw^lnntes'' may. in the name of ami. 1 
Communists work their- way up lo'Communism, play into «.#■ Com- • 
positions of leadership, particu- munists* hands. ! 

Jarly in the ranks of the clergy.: During the past feu weeks, 1 

They iij ve learned that this isi Hoover has sent FBI Chief Jn- 
'asiei said than done. A*. a prac'specfor William C. Sullivan to de- 
Uiai mauer. it is enormously dif-'Iivor speeches in many parts of 
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" the Joj.n SirchnutfiMte tObE £ n ' r Struc - 

*cmble S nothing w much Ifthn n° r{?aniza - 

. K « KM> Klan When if „ epro ^ c( us 

h in the 1920s " Jt was gathering 

heated pubiic ^ S^gfto 



'» rill lin.iaHy find him 



i^e even in" 



''"• in c'jurrh on. 



■ ■-... ... i juirn ( 

<• alhoJic churclj," 






Birch W SoStV l £f t , thisprsfor S 1631 vit in 1he 
doubled ue ir Yi^f a f n J ust ualize the members 
fuehrer! P Iau S ht <* at i m erry qui? of the 

amount of hln^ 1 ^- 1 nian ' do a tremendous 
nist aims here In S? 1 ?? on ta,f ol thc Com;mi - 
an alnost eona? ? e Uniled ««• And he can do 

PreSi ♦ ^ r pa,ts th * *' orId " 

lieutenant JncMd^?* u thenan obscure naval 
ultimate judSf ha u e bppn iinkin S of Welch s 
in enemy-SfSg 1 ' ^en he ** riskin 3 his life 

As if the u,,^ OT5 to 5ae Ws comrades, 
we would think n.??* ? f Hoovr wercn,t enough. 
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By FRANK CONMFF 

Theimely warning of FB] Director J. Edgar 
Hnovcr tr.*u "vigilnrtc action" bv irresponsible or- 
ganizattfF can do more harm than good in com- 
batting onnnunism in America Viould put a crimp 
in the ..rgrcning activities of the John Birch 
Society. 

Horr speaks from a Kfr-tnnn of experience 
when i» inveighs again.-! groi.ns v.'h,ch callously 
smrar 'jtriotic Americans in their misguided af- 
tempts o inject tjeir own prejudices into the 
idcologil struggle. 

Wit is frequently forgo! ten about tne FBI 
is that keeps an eye cocked on neo-Nazi and 
Fascisvrjnnfcafinn* as well ns on Communis! 
fronts. -j;s rcpoiirr happens {.-. know the FBI h- s 
taken ;im view of the John Bi.vh Sociclv fo/ quite 
some >c now and has its ?p~nts in the prober 



liau^ls FBI 



places to maintain surveillance over Its 

From what one can team of the v 
tiirc of the John Birch outfit, it* table o. 
tion resemble nothing so much as the *■ 
of the Ku Klujr Klan when it was 
strength in the 1920s. 

It can be taken for granted that ew 
v;il reveal itself as an anti-Catholic, l; 
movement. Thi3 trend is clear insofar as 
Ca-nolic philosophy is concerned bv the 
which its founder refers to our Presidf n 
Kennedy. 

Here is what Robert Welch, founder 
ganization. thinks of President Kennec 
hero, dedicated public servant, and devc 
ol:c: 

"You wiil usually faid him in chu... 
day, maybe ev-n in a Catholic churc 
Welch. 



Li'?(*s fi*rrh Lritict 
to G-f \t:i Facts* 

Rep. Edg-r \7. Hi-sJsnri 
of Ai'adcna, a meml*-?r olj 
the controversial John! 
Birch Society, said tiidayj 
nipW he questioned "vorvj 
rouui" wh*»*her FBI Di"- 
rcHor J. I.il^ar II- v i,vt; 
woi.ld rrveal hr wa ; m- 
vrfti.4r.ting V\? «oeicVv. 

Benched in \v.i«hin;tf/»;i for 
con:;vi:?. on sn artkv* "n* 
Hc-rs.- Na'.ir.nsl Editor F;3 >;: 
Chinift that ^c TBI is X rrv 
ir.5 an eye on the society, 
KiQ^tand saiU: 

**I j:ist cant imsgir.c that 
ihe 1 11 w*uid disclose wfc.it it 
is dom£ 1\ ztsoros in.jrn»a 
lion. It toetn't revea! i.. I 
quevvn vrry xur.ii V.vM i: 
lis tlor.z so n ;hc c^se or 
Ui*VJolm Birth Society. 

~*T\ir IT.l inni\- all ihrrr 
•Mr. T 1-* ■ rr-*'»/e5 11:. »* s.i^ 












Poubis FBI 

! 
Revelation 

hrgps Hitch Ct'tics 
to Get \4tl Facts' 

Ttep. Edgar W. Kitstand 
cf AHadena. a member of 
the cont~c versial John 
E.rch Society, said Friday 
night he qMCstionprl "very 
much" whether FBI Di- 
rector J. Edgar Hoover; 
would rrvcal he wr.s in- 
vestigating ihc society. 

Reached in Washington for 
comment o.i an «!* f ".iie by 
V trsr NFUonal Ed •••:* Kranl: 
L-onniff that the TB. tJ keep- 
ing an eye on the society, 
Htertand said: 

I just cant, imagine that 
the n3i wo..:n oisc:os? wnat u 

Is rtoinrr J*, rbsor'os ir.forma- 
t^n. It d',*s:;*t reveal if.. I 
question \?"y mucri tl.at iL. 
h ■" done &• in th^ die of 
tr* John Ri'-^h Society. J 

The ITU knows all there 
»i i4i V.r.ow ;.t)ont the society. 
Mr. Hoover rrali/es t!i-.ji the 

Ti» -? :# ;»i:j. :vr « .»».v!:* , i , :«\-" 
tfr «iot* n»<-» <lw.» „• '"«. * £' 
the social;." i~ no;- in tl;af cUe- 



Earlier. J,. -:-;r: :*;i ; h' 
trolled in ih2 so. r fcc*. 
C* \»e it is #» ••pitrioi.r or^a:ii f 
ration of r ^crt ir.*-ivid"ual- 
is'.*, dedic. 1 1 -*i to pitriof : sn 
me rie«cr)Y:::.^d in J Kir fi^h 
against coirr:;.uniMn. 

H* said vb.a*. while hr dor, 
in: a:*rec witn pIJ tii. view.- 
cf society . mnrtcr Ronerl 
V v J;'h he open!;/ subscribes tc 
tl general thesis of ir.r or 
panizr.fion nr.n .'rnends to cori 
tinnc rs a number. He w.irncd 
c;i**-s not io 'sound eff be- 
fore they hr-.r ail tj-.»- iaets." 
«A lothcr Concessions irem- j 
*; J -f tlie society. Rep. John! 
H. KousseJot of San Gabriel.) 
like Hiestand a RepuUican.l 
said in commenting on the) 
Ctmniff article: 
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I'm attempting to mpke con- 
tact with J. Edgar Hoover to 
try to get a statement from 
him *m the society. Until then, 
1 don't want •'» say an> thing." 

He'SaM r.v.rr Con'., .smen 

Wc*rr SCCiel} ir..*i7lh0rs '.'■•I yj 
" • - * - v T Vo?nr._ ..... ; 
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1 - Mr. Simpson 



Mny 23, 1961 
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I have recoived your^letter elated K*:y 17, 1931, :? 
and your Interest In writing to me is appreciated. I 

While I vould like. to be of assistance to you, " 
the-jurlsdiction and responsibilities of the FIJI do not 
extend to furnishing evaluations or comments concerning 
tho character or integrity pf any individual, organisation 
or publication. I an preclude:!, therefore, iron coancntlng 
on the organisation ycu mentioued; hewever, yov should not 
inf*r thp.t our files do or do not contain information 
concerning it . 

» 

I^axa enclosing several itens of literature con- 
cerning cununuuiou which you nay rvant to rea'l. 



mm* , a u 






Sincerely yourj, 



a-Fiv-irnV^ 
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Enclosures (2) 

NOTE ON YELLOW; Bufiles contain no identifiable data 
concerning the correspondent . 



66 



L__ The National Council of the Churches of Christ 

has not been investigated by .the Bureau. We have kept abreast 
l_r. of the efforts of the Communist Party to Infiltrate it through 
~T1. our over-all investigations of the Communist Party, USA. » 
— . It does not appear that the policies of this organization / yS' 
i llw *£« being dictated by the Communist Party. (100-50869) / 

MAY Z9JI9&1 ' 
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YELLOW, CONTINUED, PAGE TWO 
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NOTE OK YELLOW. CONTINUED 

The following items of literature were sent 
to the correspondent : 

1. "What You Can do to Fight Communism and 
Preserve America." 

2. Director's Statement dated April 17, 1961, 
Concerning Internal Security. 

3. "Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality." 



$ 



- 2 - 



-( 



* 





& 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureeu of Investigation 
Washington D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover} 

In view of the growing menace^of Coomunlsm and the 
increasing necossity of effective means of combating 
it ve need more factual information about Cccnamist 
Front organizations and Oonnnunist infiltrated organizations. 
One of these organizations which I am very much concerned 
about and am trying to get more factual information about 
is the 'National Oouncil of Churches. 

If you oan help me in supplying any information about 
this organization or advising me where such information 
might be made available to me I would greatly appreciate 
it# 



Thank you very much, 



A much con co mod citizen 
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May 10, 19G1 
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I want to express my thanks for your letter of 
1961, a3 well 23 the materia! which you were kind 



c/»«ugh to send to inc. 






1/ 
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I-! V. 



I v-isli I could be 'of service to you in connection 
Wt\.i your request; however, ii vie; ot my per itioi as Director 
ol the FLI, it would not be proper for me to comment concerning 
this report. I do want you to know that I am looking forward to 
reading it, and I would appreciate receiving some of the booklets 
ycu mentioned. 

s 

Sincerely yours, 
9* Edgar Hoover 

NOTE: Correspondent encloseg^-cflpy of a Resolution adopted by his 
church recommending that tktfprotestant Episcopal Church in the United 
States withdraw from the Nationil Council of Churches. He also enclosed 
a report, with accompanying appendix, compiled by a committee of his 
church pertaining to the" National. Council of Churches*; and a transcription 
of an interview between members of thin committee and Mr . J. 
filler of tie National Council of 
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ST. MARK'S 

EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

Fairfield at Rutherford 

SlIRF.VtPOKT, LOI ISIANA 
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Mr. T^ltorf^i^ 

*r. BdmoMl_ 
Mr. <*J|,han 
Mr. Conr»<l~Z. 
Mr. IVLntfCI 

Mr. Evans 

Mr. 
Mr. 

Mr. Tvwri *. 

Mr. TwU*5r__ 
Mr. WxAlIm 

Tele. KoSnt.. 

Mr. Ingram 
" Candy 
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/ *w dean /^/t. roove/i: 




..Ant 



t/ou one Aececvuin 



-iu;/i at olui cunven^ation 






Inn. nov) i* a numeog^xipficd ie?)o<z£ piiM a InnnAcnJip- 
-,- y—,— -,7-r: — --— iw^A J/i. 6 '. \uintek /-uLiien, 'uj&Latant yenenal Sac- 
ActaAt* o r .t/icA\J. //iLd occiuuied on h eb/uicuiu J/icl wul a count /leoo/iien ucuu 
on siorb- ivj:cj<c aawn cvenathlnn tJiat uxud aqjjL UxL* xls an elgJit houn \ 
'Mjiaru /Ac /iepo/it that uou one sieceivinn. will, In lite, next tuv week*, ,-< 
oa In a booklet fo/wi jvUnted on *licJ< papek. f 

■i 
J j/wutd like vcAv muc/i to /lean uoun comment* on t/u.4 ioo/l'l Slwuldi % X 
de,'*lne, cvpLe* ot the booklet luilC gladly 6c *ent you. *' ] 





you 



i.t ! i kind /tenxvuii, SI am 



o 



:o 



rattlifjjUJjr. ijxnuiA, 






s ? 




'•/Ir/Ap 



/ 



/ 



f/ 



<e>* : 



r' .*> 



c. ~ 




May 19, 1061 




Your letter of May 14, 1901, has been received, 
rjid U;s interest which prompted you to write is appreciated. 

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI 
is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not n.ake evaluations nor draw conclusions as ttt the 
chnrartc-r or inU?rity of any prpri nidation, publication or. ,-, .• 
ir-'.Uvi..'.'-al. I reprct th?.t f an'una =»ls- to help you an J rtopi thai 
• ou r'lV. not infev in tHs connection either tJ:ui r o do or lhaY ■ 
•ve do not have uata in our files relating to the mioject of 70UT 
Inquiry. v 

1 ncioseJ is some literature c'salinrj with the 
rener?! subject jf cor.m-vnism wM?.!» r.?ay b<, of interest. 






Sincerely yours, 

'J. i.'.!;- . »!' • '-• 
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.;_ Communist Illusion & Democratic Reality r ^ 

twi.'"!. ;.."... 4-17-61 statement re internal security / ■ * 



Series from "Christianity Today" 



»/ 



iiZ.r!".t^:' vdTE: The National Council of Churches of Christ (NCCC) includes In 
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~ its membership the leading Protestant churches in the country. Various 
critics of the Council, without access to factual data to support their 
assertions, have claimed this group is communist controlled or influenced. 

;.i v mm ■,'...•» 1 1 ■..-.; ' (see next page) 
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NOTE CONTINUED: The FBI, of course, has not investigated the 
NCCC. (100-50869) Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. 
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May 14, 1961 



Dear Sirs: 

Please send me some information on The National 
Council of Churches. I know and understand very little about 
their views and want to go into it more thoroughly. 



TKahk you, . 










f 



/ 



-V 



/ 



bff? 



$p 



■& 



4 



o 



jj~ 



/ ~-' , / 



IS- < *.-■ 



> 



*_ •- ,r *C« 



«-/ 



<ic.< 






- > 






v >■• 



*- v.. 



/<-...< 






Vt.. t 



-' — * *._ 



c c >; (. ; 






-*i 

z 






<r - 1.. i. 



? 



-U - 



•,» 



/v^_ V 



'- I<- 


"**- : 


"T'V 






t 


*.' 


/ 




^. 


vV*^— ~— r - 


— * ^— 



> 



■J- J t V 



y 




& 



'^^' 



<«<$> 



rC^-" ] - 



0»'tOM*t tO** *40. *r> 

UNITED STATES C 



G 



Memora..:^ T 

;ur. F. J. Bauni an^|f f date: iiay 12, 1>C1 



TO 



FROM 



F*Orsnr.s 
Mcir 
tVli.ar.) 
Callahan 
CwuH _ 
tfeLnach 
Evan*; __ 
Melon* _ 
Rosen _ 

Tov»l 

Trotter _ 
vx. S»ll 
Tel. 

Gandy 



subject: 



;*r. J. .i. uleinkauf -\ i 



Jv.TlU?I*L CttiitCIL uF CXiiC.ISS 
OF C;:.a3T ii\ T*G US* 
1 Arisll aiTI 0i\ CU.NCE^NlNu 
(1;iTLUTviL SIXIRITY) 



You requested a memoranda;; showing the actions sponsored 
oy the ;>iatioin.l Council of Churches of Christ (NCCC) that follow 
the Communist larty (CF) line. Set forth below are actions of the 
,\XC which ^ai\*llei the Ci' line, although it cannot je inferred 
t.iat the i\CCC is following the Ci- line. 

The tVashin^ton City News Service on 2-25-54 reported 
that the NCCC had asked fhe ;ious£ of representatives 
of the United States Congress to euro aouscs by the 
.louse Coi.i.nittec on Un-Ai.ieric^n Activities (JCUA). 
They reportedly ur^ed that the Committee be halted 
fruin spreading malicious gossip throujh the 
release of unevaluated accusations from its files 
auout individuals and; groups, statin;; that the 
information Was not c necked for accuracy and 
sowc of it v.wS false. ( 1^0-4Jo52/-^) 

The reports of the Fund for the Republic d<_ted 
o-^l-Sb stated that the suras of <;!!), 003 and 
v*iu t 000 f respectively, had been **wurded to the 
Jcpartcient of facial and Cultural delations of 
the :\CCC. which uoney WuS to oe used for « study 
of racial discrimination. (lCt>-50&6V, sugary 
dated j-)SS) 
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The 1-l-bU issue of the American Lc 
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Line" reported that dele^ctes to 



iJion 
the iVorld 



•inn- 
t;rder 
Study Conference, sponsored oy the ivXC, had 
unanimously ur:;ed recognition of Communist Chin;-, 
and that Communist China oc admitted to tne United 
Nations. Other statements adopted by the Con- 
ference called for "stronger efforts should oe 
made to hre^I; through the present stalemate and 
to find Wi*ys of living with the communist nations." 
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iiiemorandum for for. 3aumj;ardner 

:;c: .National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA 

luO-50369 * 

The ".Vushin^ton i : ost and Times Herald" of 2-2G-5y 
reported that the National Council of Churches 
on 2-26-5V had ur^ed Congress to strike out the 
Loyalty Oath provisions of the VJ5i> National 
jjcrcnse Education Act. 

The iXCC recommended on 2-23-61 that churches 
refuse to show the film "Operation Abolition" 
unless it is accompanied jy a "full and fair 
presentation" of available facts surrounding 
demonstrations during an ilCUA he^rin^ at 
San Francisco in i»iay, 1^60. 

The NCCC, at a £cner«l board in -Seattle, 

Washington, on 6-4-5 ( >> Stated that the MCCC is 

and always has aecn unalterably opposed to *""■-* 

coiiiiiunisn;. At the NCCC 'leneral :jou rd Meeting 

in Syracuse, New York, 2-23-61, the Council 

reaffirmed its opposition to and repugnance for 

communism and activities of communist sympathizers. 
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Submitted pursuant to your request. i*-.. 
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May 15, 1961 
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Your latter dated May 5, 1361, hus besn received, 
and T want tc sincerely thank you for your kind message and be3t 
wishes. Ycur generous evaluation ofniiy book, ''Masters of Deceit/ 44 
is also deeply appreciated. 
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The concern you expressed in your communication 
r-:*:>n!ing tiie menace of subversive elements ii: our society is readily 
imu:'i.>taii<*ablc ana I would like to emi.hasize the fsut tliai the coiaruunists 
have trie*/, to ixif ilti ;ite every part' of our society- Their efforts to 
destroy our forni oi fcovermuent have been th ••vr-.rlcu by our internal 
security programs; the investigation, arrest a;:- J prosecution of a 
nuu-ber of Communist Party functionaries; and the rising tide of public 
opposition to the cornmuniit movement. Our churches have been 
sai'i v/ill continue to be important targets in the over-all subversive 
program of endeavoring to control all mass-type organizations, and we 
uunt re;y.;ui nlcvl i-v any attempts tc .-■epl;v;o our national tradition vith 
> the atheii-tic philosophy of communism. 
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I am enclosing some material which may be of assistance 
to you with respect to this problem. 
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Enclosures (4) 



Sincerely yours, 
JL Edgar Hoov«r 

' John Eclair Hoover 
Director 
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.. / V/hat You Can Do To Fight Communism Series from " Christianity Today'* 

; m ;S^t!. Communist Illusion & Democratic Reality 4-17-61 statement re internal 
^ .-*T^— security 

l -- : (See NOTE next page) 
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NOTE: Correspondent's specific inquiries are being ignored since 
the material forwarded will present the Director^sinability to_do_'" 
No prior co rresp ondence has been h ad wit ! 



The American Council of Christian Laymen published a 
brochure entitled "How Red is the Federal Council of Churches?" which 
contained a statement by the Director, used out of context, to infer that 
certain individuals affiliated with the Federal Council of Churches were 
subversive. Considerable controversy among Christian laymen resulted 
following release of 
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Burcu are c^^l^^ ^^^ <* «vic, tne Hie, of this 

of Ju-Uce ana axe ^^uZt^^To'^^^ ** ***«*»« 
investigative agency of Uic r'e -r i rx onlj '" i,ul 't««\ the FEf is an 

»** caluaun'oa nor I, v ^^^T "?' ** SUd " l1oes «* 
^ any organisation, ^uUicalio , o^ii^T , 1 a ' ar ^ te ' •■* iate-rily 
to help you ,„, ^ *^m^^^ L J le ° lfct "** ' *» unalie 
.» 01 ti.ut -*, jo nSt hV/e da a Tr oi m e U V^ n *'- tion e "her that ,e 

uut i.. oar me* i-elain-j to ycur inquiry. -O 
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untenable, aid wo^i l? ^"f ° d in y ° Ur di3 ^sion is rea«iiiy" _ 
ha.e trlcu to uLllu-A^J^ r ^J^ sls ^ fa «* «** the cr^uXs^ 
our far* f government hSi teJn^rt?^" ' T ' Clf0r " t0 ***** 
*ran, £ ; the investigation arr* * ™? ^ ^ ^ur internal security pro- 

Party functionaries: and uto rlsln" do ^''^k, 1 ^ " :s n;: ' ; ' b:r * f c4n laiiist 
movement. Our churci»es hav^ i i'on ^^ ^, Wlc O ^ s "«oa to the Communis' 
in the over-ail subvert " e £o ™ Jl ^ C ° ntinue to be ^Portar.t Sr^ets 
organization*, anJ we inusf S , e »« c * voria » to control all u-^-t^T 
traaiuon .ith'tho **^ to '^ " * Clonal 

-ith the .ener^ZVoZ^^ ^^ to S °™ **»* **»* 
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Sincerely yours, 
a &fcar Hoover 

;>U/ Jonn Edgar fioover 
-' Director 
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4-17 Director's Statement re Internal Security 

Christianity Today's Series 

Communism: The Bitter Enemy of Religion 

NOTE: No record could be located in Bufiles identifiable with 
correspondent. Enclosures were brochures of a religious nature. 
The National Council of Churches of Christ (NCCC) includes in its 
membership the leading Protestant churches in the country. Various 
critics of the Council, without access to factual data to support their 
assertions, have claimed this group is communist controlled or influenced. 
The FBI, of course, has not investigated the NCCC. (100-50869) 
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May 10, 1961 




J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D. C. 










Dear Sir: W> 

Enclosed are some pamphlets which are being circulated 
in my home town. They are supposed to expose communism in our churches. 
I am also in possession of a book entitled "Has The Methodist Church Gone* 
Mad?" by A. H. McGregor in which ex president Eisenhour is ridiculed 
for trying to make Washington a model city by equal rights or integration 
of the negro. T 

Now I am just an ordinary citizen and ex G. I who would 
like to know how much of this is truth or is this the work of communist 
in trying to create trouble within the churches of our land with the negro 
situation -- I will appreciate any comment you can make regarding this— 

Sincerely, 
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Straight Ts^fflk 
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T a recent Presbyterian assembly, the conference elect- 
ed as head of its theological seminary in SanFranctsco 
a minister who has proclaimed his disbelief in the Virgin 
Birth of Christ. The meeting discussed such subjects as sex, 
birth control, NAACP, federal aid to education, abolish- 
ment of capital punishment, federal housing, admission of 
Communist China to the U.N.— in fact, practically every- 
thing except religion. 
r~ One of the mosLpumanding preacher-orator* in Aim»ric fl , 
IJ Ncls F._S, Ferre, wrote this m his book T he Christian Un- 
U ^dermndin^oLGod: Strange, howe ver, is the h ol d which 
J .this doctrine (the VirginJBirthl JL ^^ason^qw^^ 
yl Reference to the Virgin Birth is not found in Paul's let- 
jj ters, the earliest writings we have. It is not found in Mark, 
£1 the original Gospel ... As a matter of fact, the reference 



v | in John to the claim by the Jews to the effect that they 
j- / were not born in adultery, could give external credence to a 
"M Nazi claim that Jesus was German. Mary, we remember, 



m 






have 
I Med 
1 ana 
I of a 



was found pregnant before her engagement to mild Joseph.' 
Nazareth was held by a Roman garrison where the soldiers 
were German mercenaries. Jesus is also reported throughout 
a continuous part of the history of art, it is claimed, to 
have been blond. This is supposedly unnatural for the 
Mediterranian countries where this same tradition started 

" was continued. Hence Jesus must have been the fhild 
German soldier." 

Of Jesus, Ferre says: "He is at best a vague figure. He 
never was nor became God." Of Communism, Ferre says: 
-We shall witness to the Communists because whatever 
truth is theirs we accept wholeheartedly, and beyond their 
truth lies God's truth ... If Marxism "should conquer the 
whole world, this might be merely the prelude in economic 
arrangement to the blossoming forth within it of the deeply 
sowed seed of the Christian faith and expectations." 

Some disbelievers and won't-believers cry that such quotes 
were "taken out of context!" How could the rest of the 
book possibly compensate for the above? 

National Council of Jodascs 

A proposed amendment to our Constitution reads: "This 
nation devoutly recognizes the authority and law of Jesus 
Christ, Savior and Ruler of Nations, through whom arc 
bestowed the blessings of Almighty God." Guess what or- 
ganization voted 59 to 1 in its General Board meeting 
against this proposed amendment to reaffirm our nation's 
belief in Christianity? The National Council of Churches. 
Reason? The National Council Board stated that such an 
amendment would M embarrass the relations of American 
churches and the nation with the world majority of non- 
Christians.** WeVe spent billions on end for years on end, 
trying to convert the heathens throughout the world to Chris- 
tianity— which we don't acknowledge ourselves if h might 
embarrass "the majority of non-Christians." Wonder what 
the heathens we converted think of that? 

The American Association for Advancement of Atheism 
hTTJrcjcent annual report stated: They are saving the ship 
of Christianity by throwing her cargo overboard. With what 
zeal the Fosdicks and Shaler Mathewses and the whole 
crew or rescuers toss out the Virgin Birth, atonement and 
flv rrMtrrection. We welcome the aid of the M^dcrni-.ts and 



pledge them our fullest cooperation in ridding the world of 
my serious acceptance of Christian theology." 

These "Modernists" would replace The Fatherhood of 
God with the "Brotherhood of man." These rewriters of the 
Bible omitted Acts 8:37 which says, "I believe that Jcmo 
Christ is the Son of God." Their "Interpreter's Bible" con- 
stantly uses the words "myth," "folklore," "legendary." -fal- 
lacy," to describe Christ's miracles. These same characters 
preside at the serving of Communion, hypocritically serving 
the body and the blood of the "illegitimate, non-divine off- 
spring of a German soldier and a married woman" to be- 
lievers on their knees in atonement. We do not have to he 
theologians to know that if Jesus was not divine. He was not 
perfect, and vice versa. What is Christianity, if Christ is" nor 
divine? These usurpers were not satisfied to start a new re- 
ligion. You need to get crucified and rise from the dead 
r to do that. They were determined to infiltrate, destroy and 
modernize" ours. 

They Know Not What H*y Do 
J. B. Matthews says in his book Communism in the 
Churches, page 9: "The largest single group supporting the 
Communist apparatus in the United States todav is com- 
posed of Protestant clergymen." The House Un-American 
Activities Committee [which U now fichtinc for its lifel 
showed as of 1953 that 8,673 American clergymen wee 
in the Communist conspiracy, knowinglv or unknowingly. 
At that time there were 353 Rabbis. 626 Presbyterians. 1,42*: 
Protestant-Episcopal and 2.131 Methodists, among other* 
These false prophets want to establish peace and world 
brotherhood by turning convicted Communists out of jail 
(if they haven't already been released by Supreme Coua 
decisions); by abolishing investigating committees of the 
Congress; by killing loyalty oaths; repealing immicration and 
security laws; forgetting the enslaved Hungarians. Poles. 
Chinese, Ukrainians, etc. and ending — not winning— th- 
Cold War; and cutting defense efforts. 

The preacher in his pulpit holds a special niche— a lin* 
between communicants and God. He b their spiritual 
mentor, giving his life to God in the highest calling to which 
man can be called. He has baptised, christened, com- 
forted, married, blessed, advised, guided, inspired and bnrii \ 
us and our beloved We hciicve and believe in our minister. 
So when he is led into integrating the spiritual with the 
economic and preaching a collectivist New Woild Order ic 
us, we are caught off guard. 

A preacher (as well as a "professional Christian*' on a 
church payroll) should be even more responsible for what he 
says and signs and joins than other people. If he cooperates 
with or joins individuals or groups dedicated to the violent 
overthrow of our country, then he should pay the conse- 
quences. 

Some of the leaders of the NCC cried "foul" when -Chris- 
tian Crusade," "Circuit Riders" and other Christian patriotic 
crgapizations published the facte which were re-published re- 
cently in the Air Force Training Manual. Most preach^ 
are intelligent, wonderful men, dedicated to God and coun- 
try. But some preachers are emotional, naive and ilMnfonrrl 
on worldly affairs. You might expect the*c erranl preaches, 
instead of crying "foul." io step forward in public i.;pcntar.f.; 
?!H*.*V; "*°;*'^ m ? Lo;..!. for I Anew not what I AuV" 
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• • • Received the Farm and Ranch 
magazine, and could hardly wait to 
read your "Straight Talk," and Bill 
Kennedy's report \\v certainly need 
someone who will tell us the truth. 
After reading your article on the 
National Council of Churches. I 
wonder if you could tell us what to 
do and how to 'worship and where, 
since most of trjc churches belong to 
the NCC. My church is very dedi- 
cated to Christ but is willing to sup- 
port the program without "knowing 
what it is supporting. If the church 
program recommends it. they think it 

is O.K. Even the preacher doesn't 
question the leaders of the NCC who 
deny Christ, the Virgin Birth, the 
blood, the Bible and all they stand 
for. He says he is so busy preaching 
the love of God that he doesn't have 
time to worry about the NCC. He 
thinks someone el*e is capable of tak- 
ing care of that. / 
Mrs. Claude Lou Brownsville, Tenn. 

The "Let George do if attitude is 
one tiling the matter. Your preacher 
may be a good man and devout serv- 
ant, but he is taking the very stand 
that the "Commie*" counted on him to 
take. The church, in business session, 
could show him the error of his vravs. 

—Ed. 
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\our l(?t«'jr cf ioay 9, 1'JOI, !iv >?~n received, 
and the »i:tcrc»flt whicu prompted yoifvo v/ritc.io appreciated. 

Althoush I v/ould Kke to bo of service, the FBI 
is -vi investigative ajjency ol the Federal Government mi, as 

grr.*i, .*->~r* r, t raiYf. cvaJ.uriticT.!? nor drav r.ov.)' : :sJ >'i? .v.v to the 

< « I - -r inlv-:r*V of ?' :: t».v$«iv«: ^ie::. ; • ! -"t : ■•"■ ' 

:.r*0'7V.V'. •: -. I re-rrel Ut.I : en tua'ilr tj !-c?.;» ;.v«u .'-.id I: -•:;■•.' tint 
y.>v t;1!1 t I infer -:i t'.ii:; r v.iecticn cii.her u:: ; -:: de o. that 
vr do not Jiave data in our files relr? as to the subject of your 
inquiry. 

Enclosed Jr son e lit entur'. do::lins 'vit:: tLe or'' 
j- >.j il .•?••• '-iect of co*vr.?.ir>!c v n rliic''. n:?.y . ; -• in- M-.rl. y 

f.Vi-'crely y^vc, 
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Crmiinuvlst Illusion & Ooiac critic Reality 
4-17-61 Statement The Coinimniot Menace 
One Nation's Response to Commun-sm 
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ZZlivZL NOTE: Bufiles contain no derogatory information regarding correspondent. 
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Dst I-ir. hoover: 

1 cm writing this letter to you personally, 
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tV *L : .«;ro v.v; r,o ore ci?^ ;« 



;«~cu* opir.: : 



I would lull;' 
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Your letter of May 3.. iJ61, has been received, 
ami I want to thank you lor the benefit of your observations. 
It was indeed kin;i of you to comment as you did concerning the 
work of this Bureau. ~ r 

In response to your question as to what you can 
do,^ I am enclosing a reprint of my statement dated April 17, 
lUoi, which contains suggestions for individuals an«i organizations 
wishing to ai:. Uu FBI in the intern*! security field. There is also 
enci >$eC so,ue other literature on thv subject of communism. 

Sincerely yours, 

TTA-riKL-b ^ J * Ed 8 ar H «>ver 



COMM-FM 



ri 



John &cl 'ar Hoover T) * ^ 



Director 



r> 



Furrow: 



^nclosarjo (u) 

Director's Statement He Internal Security, 4-17-bl 
What You Ctn po To Fight Communism 
Comrimnism: The bitter Enemy Of Heligion 
Communist Illusion And Democratic Reality 
Series From Christianity Toaay 

— ^ NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in 2ufiles. 



•fflinrni , 

'dllohan . ., J - f' , * * ♦ 

Conrad S\ • , * 

.^.looca AFTrlmv (3) / ■//' / 1 V \: 

E.vons * x ' J* 

Ualene / / 

Rosen _ • . V 

^«uMr^ 'il-. l ( ;lv> t ' ^ \ / 7 (Note continued on next page) 
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NOTE: The National Council of Churche3 of Christ (NCCC) includes in 
its membership the leading Protestant churches in the country. Various 
critics of the Council, vdthcut access to factual data to support their 
assertions, have claimed this group i* communist coutroUei or 
influenced. Ths FLI, of course, hr^ not investigated the NCCC. (100-50869) 
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May 8, 1961 



J* Edgar Hoover 
Washington, D. C. 



Dear Kr. Hoover, 

I wish to thank you and those who work with you for the ereat effort v™ 
have and are putting forth to protect ouivcountry. 7 ° 

The question in my mind and every informed ciUen is what M « t H n T „ u 

not^the peace ox counts*. * fears are net so m ch for ,yself as they 5 rt "or 

if"" 1 

ti-ti ^ S th^ e ° Mi ? h t oth f rs ^ th * National Council of Churches is brine i„f U - 
tr.ted fey the communist. I want you to know that the Disciples of Christ which 
clana to represent the Christian Churches of Africa, do not represent th Z -li 

Only a return to Go-J can stop communism is the cry of racnv of us Will ™, 
continue to help us to turn this country through the help o?£d VS.. fSdoT 
loving nation it was when our forefathers came to America. 



Thank you again for your help. I remain, 
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A Freedom Loving atJenl 17 ]Sf 
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May 11, 1961 
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Tour letter of May 3, ISoi, has beau received, 
anu the interest which prompted you to write is indeed CDore- 
ciated. r 



While I would like to be of service to you, the 
* BI, as an investigative agency, dors not furnish evaluations 
or comments concerning the character or intcgrit? of any 
individual, organization or publication. I hope you v. ill not .-n 
Lifer e:ti;r tliat wo do or do not have data in our files iv^ard*T»- 
the subject of your inquiry. J '>-'< 

I am enclosing some material on comir-unism 
vhich you may like to read. 

Sincerely yours, 
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Enclosures (4) " 

/4-17-61 Internal Security Statement 
Communism:., Bitter Enemy of Rclijion 

y Series from "Christianity Today" 

V S-l-60 LEB Intro & 17th National Convention CPUSA ' 

^OTE: Bufiles contain no information identifiable with correspondent The 
National Council of Churches of Christ (NCCC) includes in its membership 
the leading Protestant churches in the country. Various critics of the Coun- 
cil, without access to factual data to support their assertions, have claimed 
this group is communist controlled or influenced. Th=» FBI, of course has 
not investigated the NCCC. (100-50365) ' 
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|\r. CaHnhan- 

pyw>^ — 1 

|tr- F.w» - 
}lr. M* •»•* 
Mr. It^r« 

p-lr. TiwL 

Mr. T« 

■Mr. W.r.rjfaivan 
i Tele. E«»tu . 
| Mr. Ingram 







Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Gentlemen: 

As you undoubtedly know the re -is a controversy among the 
churches as to whether the National Council of Churches 
in the United States is infiltrated by Communists. 



/ 

I 

7>> 



If there is extant any documentary evidence that this body 
is so infiltrated vould you please give me the source to 
which I could apply for copies. 

If it is within your province to make any other coraraent 
about this serious situation, I would be more than grateful 
for it. 



Yours very trul 
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b MAY 16 1981 
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».:?.y 12, 1931 



U3S 

t-t ?. 

t have r-coi -oi y.-.ir !2tt2i of :.*:;y •'. with or::lo urc, and I z, 
*, ;.: :;.*?' to !cr.:\i you lr.vj road m/ booh, • , M:ii,!2jv. of Deceit. " With respect 
to Mr. C.^selu' article, T welcome the opportunity to express my views on 
the subject you mention jd. y 
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t- jrsons 



Our church »c hav? baen and will continue to be important 
target.; in the over-ail communist program of endenvorinj to control all 
ma>s-typ» or^-.n^sation ; , n--? ■■■:- rr.isl renr.ln alert to ;-vch efforts to subvert 
our v...y -f l«f;\ The co-v-.*.: i«.:t have tr'el to JnfM'.ratr ever- part of our 
ai.cicly. ->r* T -r™ °y\\\\ you ™fc'>I?h*?irt~1 ■■; thnf r-trJotic citizen:; raurt 
continue 10 ii'u a fir-i sia:-»? x*~<n t cov.r • nf... ^ ?-.d ria.it combat it wherever 
pc-sib! ■•. Put t'dj o?p?- ■■■tion to L-onimujiL -.c must be careful, constructive and 
positive. In ^i.euisin- communism, Chi::" Inspect or Villiam C. Sullivan dealt 
with the subject with all possible objectivity, candor and accuracy. For your 
ready reference, I am enclosing a copy of a resume of Mr. Sullivan's statements 
oa this subject. 

The jurisdiction and responsibilities of the FBI do not extend 
to furni ,hin$ evaluations or comments concerning the character or integrity 
of any individual, publication or organization. Consequently, It will not be 
po;sjole J or Tin to comply witJi your wishes with rcp?et to the organization 
you mentioned. . / • 

V* 
In response to yoi.r request, I am returning your enclosure 
along wit*, some other items setting; forth m; views on communism v.hieh \ 
you m!jht liko to have. 
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alUhm 1 . • " ' I * " " ' j 
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l*diE£^Heitt4>age. 



Sincerely yours, 
& Edgar Hoover 
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Enclosures 

newspaper clipping 

Communism and Religion by Mr. Sullivan 

Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality 

4-61 LEB Intro 




NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of the correspondent. The National Council 

ofChurches of Christ (NCCC) includes in its membership the leading Protestant [ 

churches in the country. Various critics of the Council, without access to factual ^ ; - 

data to support their assertions, have claimed this group is communist-controlled *ij£ 

or influenced. The FBI, of course, has not investigated the NCCC. (100-50869) 1 1 " ' 
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5-4-61 



Dear Mr. Hoover 



I know you are a very busy man but I am disturbed by 
this article that appeared in one of our local papers recently. I 
have read your book "Masters of Deciet, " in fact own it, and I 
take anti communist literture from severl reliable sources, and 
I have certainly gathered the impression that you were warning 
(so to speak) the people of the dangers of infilteration in the churches 
& that it was to the dangerous point as I say this is the impression 
I have recieved . Could you inform me of the stand or facts I have 
marked on this article. I also own Philbricks book I lead 3 lives & 
I gather from it that it is a common thing & is to a dangerous point. 
If you dont mind I'd like to have this artical_ back with the reply. 





P. S. One of our leading pastors & teachers in one of our church 
colleges gave me this article as the results of a conversation 
' regarding the NCCC. I would be intrested in some facts on this 
organization from you. 
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Mr.y 12;, if Si 




Your letter o* May 4,-lCC?, bis been received, 
and the interest Trtrich prompted you to write is appreciated. ' 

Although I vz-ould like to be of service, the FBI 
i* -*n inv.r-tj native agency of the Fed>r?l Government and, as , (1 
such, don not mai;c evaluations nor 'rrr conclusions r.? to t!r r " 
c* • r-ct- ->r integrity of fury oifcmintton, wWcrtlon or 
l»-*iv«dir».i. I regret that I am unable to Inlp yof and hope tint 
y^a vdll not infer in this connection either tfc»t v/e do or that 
we do not have data in our files relating to the subjectsof your 
inquiry. 

Enclosed is some HU»?ntur • dr-liaj witl; tin n. 
Ecn^r-1 subject or eouvimniam which may jc oi interejt. 

Sincerely yours, • 

f.'::iil . ■' '" ""{ J. Edgar Hoove r r- 






/ 



/ 



Tnclosure? (1) 



4-1-61 LEB Intro ^J^J '" 

Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality 

One Nation's Response to Communism 

^Jry The Communist Menace: Red Goals and Christian Ideal3 

\:i ~^*r. JJ° !£; J^Kf J? ontain 2° J^toplitforiMttoii regarding the correspondent. 
-«■..« t?n ._.. No attempt has been made to search Unfiles rem !•<«*?- two •*>*»•» ««.*»,».£ 
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-Wrtly, I ivvo had son* literature tended no crxornin. tesunJtr. 
ir:t : ,c United #■*». ail. I anxoo that Qttania, poaos . vor- ™t 
throat t ■ t), „er.U, and hero in th- United States, I c,n olso see hov, 
ter«nirt probanda could be used to fin African pwlc rft , ^^ , 

sr.c! nanic. !>/ so dcino they .nv ,. ..„„ ,• .„. .., , /':. 

-) a.. ... vc 3. olid t.d:e over under cn«or. I also * 

"""" t!Kt *■'« C '" c! ' "• ° f **»!« ern stand in the ,, of c- r<rlln - ! 'l I 
echiovin, «, ,, r2l , lf cnch , orno . vrtn rn!:= . :4> ^ at ^ ^ ^ 

l-ccota , s t au„: t ir , o^,*^ ^ ^ ^ x ^ ^^^ ^ 

^ **.» inform, a,<, nDt 5oce.no too ^a.Uhdo. I .-, ciiec , Jn . «, 

.; sources and authont-.cit" o.' t-o ir*~. ^- .. . 

-«., o. u.:a ir.^_-.,ax: 1 cn. <.<:ch of t; natorW v/:.5.ch 

I have road, attached libe-^-li^-, <r„o. >• 

noe.. Usa, inc2-.»dii£ Hhe«l theolo-ians. It even 

'vent so far as ta Mac'- H*-*- r -m„ i •< %^ r . 

—c 13S. r.any liooM^v^.tors of boo!:s used < a our 

«*.»catW. a i system, j MnsSder , V , RE- -^ \ 

— -,. of th- teohs , w: , lrt , m b ,, cM ,. = .^., ; ^ ^ m = -~ -: 
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May 11, 1961 







I hnvo received your letter dated Hay 2, 1951 f 
7'itb its enclosures, and the interact vhich pronptod your 
connunicatinc with mo ic appreciated • 

Tfhile I vould like to be of assistance, the jurisdiction 
and responsibilities of the FBI, strictly an Investigative agency 
of tbo Federal Government, do not extend to furnishing evaluations 
or cortnento concerning the character or Integrity of any indi- 
vidual, organisation, or publication. I am sure you will under- 
stand the necessity for this policy and will not infer that vc 
do or do not have in our files the Information you desire* 

Sincerely yours, 

!L Edgar Hoover _ 



NOT 1 ;: ON YZLIOW: 



John Edgar Hoover 
Dix % cctor 
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;i Correspondent enclosed with hie letter tro^lAlmeo- 
grapbed shoots of paper stnplod tocof er, entltlcd > "Patriotic 
Svr.r.golical Hovs Service (PEKC)," a business ropiy envelope 
to PHIS, ar.d a "wanted" postor shoving that Kikita^hrucbchov 
is-J2anted for ourder. The headquarters for PENS is shown as 
Post Offico Box 213, 3lov.£< C£ tf .1, Iowa. Th3:iiiaeographed: :> f 
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J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

Recently a I J passed through Valley City. 
While here he gave a Tal^o^communism and a film entitled 
"Operation Abolition," which my roommate and I attended. 

Due to his talk, the film, and the impression he 
left with us we think be was a communist. I am enclosing a 
pamphlet and an envelope which he left with us. 

In this pamphlet it says that the National Council 
of Churches has the sa.*ne goals as communism. My roommate and 
I don f t know if this is true or not. But if be was communist 
it would be a good way to disorganize the churches. 

We were wondering if what this pamphlet says is 
true or not. We would very nuich appreciate it if you c?uld 
tell us whether or not he gave us a vamphlet put out by 
communists to cause confusion. 




r 



a colle 




v-v 



TRUE COPY 



4 



G: 







7//~fa.}9*t 



r i 




*fr-??LS?^ . /t-c ^.- /* 



*w^ 






V- yU^-t 9 +. % ^£.4<-L^^. tX<( 



^i' /c/^v/ 



Jb M . .-&' 



< fr 



y^c^ . 



,X^-a U^Ck , ,€*-*-- .£-<& 



A** 



*T_ **_-*.<_#' 



''^/- 



i_ *.* «- **» . ■< < 



/-C- ., U^ -trf* 



^l -L>^ .Zi-tu-&_ /s.t-*^. 



J a 






iyC*-- ,,/i'^.c.^/^.. .•&./*-£' ^fo-ttjC K-tL. 






.. V«_* . -J^ *' -^« 



.• 



4t.i^ € -t ,-* /tt <»■ 






/!.--.. 



v* - C 



X>--** <■ *£ .-/<- 



*^-'--V *V" ../w 






*■ / 



*- ' ■-? ^ A -V: 



*-/' 



V- <r 



4v 



<£ -• 



ft 

i - ■ 

• I « 

II >- 



< \ 



/-" 






//r c '.<;". /; ** {.£ u<: € c <r- --v.^ ^. C 






-r 



4c •—- ---- -^ «, 



-f-. 


.- ic "*-« 


*.-C 


stX-^* 




J w i 


,-*«w--» 


-*---^t^- ...fe<-.^ 


4 


^L/—'- 


-W^r ^ 


.21-. 


<i~( ,-'c.«- 


: *^^ X^"*4 


/ 


: 6. «* 


r 


. • c <4 ^ 





p ^ '"**t-/>t * ». ,u-*l.« C* — 



^* 



^ .v-v --^ v 



^f «*_ *1y/-L \ - 1 



f . 



f 



^ 



c,^ ; 



\ % 



/; 



;• u'«<jt y £st 4 'C<.i C 



"'&& 




r 



& 



— ■ — /^. 






i 



£> 



'tit, 



/ 



■btf 



MayH 1961 



rn 



-II 




Ci 



»_; -*= 






> 






* 






& 



C5 



appreciate the tatre "XXS^d ^ °' Apr " 3 °' with «»*&r«Li do 
•tat you found my book, "Mas?e?fc4 %££ 'fTTH"***- I a*, pSased 
understand the ««~'J£2?£g& £22£££ — to "«<« 

•tandable. andT^»Tr u irrtrLXafz. e fK Jn / " r , <,iSCUSSto '' ls *••■% <»der- 
to infiltrate every part "our Sfi^iE?,^ «tal th. eommuiteU have t/ied 
government have been ttwartedtooJr w™ f" * 8 to destroy our for * °' 
gallon, arrest and prosecution of a n™,^? l 8ecurit i' P«>g™ms; the investi- 
«nd the rising tide of pubH SrosttioH^h ^Communist Party functionaries; 
have been and wlil continue -^top^fSSST^ movement - On churches 
program of endeavoring to control^? ™?. ^"" te ta the over -a" subversive 
remain alert to any ttd^StS^^^^^f**" ^- «*» « ■»"« 
atheistic philosophy of conununllm * at " >nal 'raditionfwlth the 

rr* weto^r^id £«^^se£ s toe *• * * *•«-« w«h 

dissent on controversial issues ThT~ confu a ln g communism with legitimate 
•he communist cause T«Wdto, JftSES"" ,ffipatatton ° f commumsm ££ 
-nited and strong in order %&£XX£>g* » hen "»» — to be 

toay iiiV't reJo! "^ °' y ° Ur ""^ » •» closing some material which you 




J ^SSfew (4) 




Sincerely yours, 
^ Edgar Hr>over 
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Letter to^^^^^^^^^^^_» 




ENCLOSURES: 

*S£b£%£ ? e . Curlty Staten > e >* 
oenes from "Christianity Today!' 



£V*^ enclosed a 

Louis Cassels'recent article f or uS p P ' U ? d ' 1961 > whici > contains g 
"Chr stianity - Communism No R^t,n^ eSS i nternational entitled 
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Yr. J. Z&Wr Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Invectigntion 



I^crr i:r. Hoover: 

Adored ic r,n rrticle 
I'csc.r, April 2C:, 1DC1. 



F*li5h<* *n the Fi-caoviUc EcrrJd, ^xwacvlllc. 



/.s o;so of the "self-cppoint*d vi-.Uar.tcc." I felt tl.*t r «»..+ ^ 

you , 6 rron,ll y if this i. indcAhc attHude ^f vS^^ "t tJt cor ^ 

ccrnr-r eomnunicn in the churches. «-rr..t o.ut con- 

thr f r^- ,0nthC ° g 7 UF With ' a 0Ur eturch l^tl'«JI«i) hn s trie- + 3 o 
thr,v,n tnc proper channel:, ,in erfcr to rJL,rt the con r rc~rr ?" re Tr?ir - 
xxtvrr.lure which r.x b-lievc to 1c ffir rAri,if c ^ - <o^^i c * "r ^ C 

U-t V Vlf t rrtr" k %T^^^^£it. ^d fouac it TOc t helpful ix» 
t^iii, „ ,1c to l.c-.tcr ur.tci~.,ino their deviotu iP.n.:-.ocr # I. H'.- too r~~- 
jttur ^rier.,:,-, &< £ ao , u^ rctn ,, their :^ :U >d E# # Z tc '^ ^ t ° ^ 

10 5„u- f.-a,i ..... henvover, since your rar.« an 3 t*~„ ttsr ^ ij, fJlic nrt < clr 

liSt ? C 'T C: ' 8Cve,tl *■»**>'« ^o end hrnrj a =ixtccn-vcr:-old b Ci 

I?if ^ ^ Cd x! Cn tftUGht thnl hnr ' ^ *«"* a™ of BO i^nort^CC 
•lon C ith other thiat. which mde *c wordcr if it * en »t SrSdT tot * 
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Ur. J # L&nixv lijovcr 



—2— 



April- 30, l&a 



It is very onisy to label * 3 rabble-routers those who would ouestior-. 
I en not end brvc noter been a «0>Mc-rtiuyer. J cit, iartea/ a iwthcr 
flrifhtenct* by brio tl;ir.jts tola- t*.., c ht to ow >outh in, of all placer! 
cur church. * * «■» 

I ehr.U look forward lo hcrxinr a-on you on thic rrtter 50 h-nw on 
«&' rund. " * 

Siaccroly, 
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Christianity - Communism =rrr 

TVb Relationship 
Between The Two 



They are categorical opposite* t You may think all of (his Is 
Christianity affirms the iovcr-j fa ^fc(chcd. Bui the Federal Bu- 
(omniunjsm ci^niy of God and ascribes infi- reau of Investigation does not. 

tnr nmc rcI.Hionslnp aslP^ u ' or ' h < n ^t^™?^" 5 • "? D J rcr,0r J ' ^^ ,Inovrr 
no. while ami Mark. thr! brrnu * e h * to * ch,W ^ God ' l . s dcc l»l.v concerned annul Ihc 



InMed rr* 1 ** International 

riin.iiii.iiy and 
it' and in 
yes ami 
Nrtrln Pole and the Smith Pole. 



* 



| Communism denies the exist 
r.vc of God, and values the in- 
d!\ irlual only as an instrument 
atvl sen-ant of the slate. 

No rational person can be a sin- 
cere Christian and n sincere Com- 
munist at the same time. 

Communists know this. Tha£ Is 
why thry persecute Christian 
churrhej — sometimes openly. 
*nmcti;nes subtly— in every coun- 
try in which they have gained 
power, from Russia to Qiba. _ . 

In free nations like America.; to create the impression among 
Communists cannot suppress theimany Americans that the Proles 



danger that self-appointed "vigi 
tantes" may. In the name of anti-: 
Communism, play Into lh*» Com! 
munists* hands, j 

During the past few weeks.! 
Hoover has sent FBI Chirf In- 
spector William C .Sullivan to de- 
liver speeches in many* parts of 
thr nation, warning * America r.sj 
not to be taken in by charges 
that their churches are overrun 
wilh Reds. j 1 

These allegations have served ■ 



churches but must think of other 
tactics. 

Attempt* Mad* 



tant denominations in particular* 
have been subjected to alarmin; 
infiltration and influence." Sulli- -, 



Communists undoubtedly havei^an says. "But this is a patrnt 



tried in thr past to infiltrate the 
churches by having disguised 
Communists work their way on to 
positions of leadership, parties 

Ijlarly in the ranks of the clergy. 

!l They have learned that this is 



falsehood. The truth of the mat- 
ter is that the Communist party 
has not achieved any substantial 
success in exerting domination, 
control or influence over Ameri- 
ca's clergymen or religious tnsii- 



[^easier said than done. As a pracJfirt'°ns «n a national scale." 
! lica! mallrr. it is enormouslv dif-! Ifj| * Hoover*. Bricking 

!ficu7l for a Communist to'pnsej Sullivan is not making thUj 

ronvinrinclv as a dedicated Chris . | statement o n his nun autf.ority. 

tian e«en for the %p^re of one,**** fr speaking «Hh the fuij Pp : 
j conversation, let alone throuch 



alone 
the long years of seminary study 
land pulpit service which are re- 
(quired of any man who becomes 
an influential leader in VS. 
church life. 

But although they have failed 
to infiltrate the churches in any 
substantia? way. there is evidence 
that the Communists like it when 
charnes are made that they ac- 
tually have done so. 

The Communists know that in 

•the present climate of American 

feeling, there is no surer way of 

discrediting the leadership of 

ehurches and of sowing confusion 

land discord among their lay 

members than for the suspicion 

I to be nourished that a suhstan 

| Hal number of Christian clergy- 

|men are secret supporters of the 

Communist conspiracy. 



proval and persona* hacking r.f 
Hoover And the FBf director has 
so informed a number of amateur 
Communist hunters, wh. . wrote 
to him protesting SuIIh-an's 
speeches. 

•The most Interesting rcac 
tion." an FBI official Mil United 
Press Interna* ton.M. "has been : 
from the Communists. They are 
very upset by Sullivan's remarks. 

"they love to have milil 
charges of Communist riomina- ; 
tion hurled Against America's 
churches. They know that such 
charges cause consternation, dis-i 
sension. doubt and fear anion? 
church mrmhrrs. And they figure 
that anyone who succeeds in nV- 
moralizinc America's churches is 
aiding their cause.*' 
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May 12, 1331 




I have received your letter of May 4, 1BC1. Jfoafn i 
lund sentiments and expressions of confidence in this Bureau aren £ 
appreciated. *° 2 

"Operation Abolition" is sponsored bv the House e 
•~oi nUltee on Un-American Activity and, as you loiow, "Com- ? 
nvjni:uu or, the Map" was prepared by the National Leucation 
•?rojran, c ? Sear-y, Arkanaas. Inasmuch a3 this Pure--.' had no 
connection with either of these films I an, unable to cogent concern!* 
them. * 









'••ijf 



While I would like to be of service to you regarding 
the other matters you mentioned, the C BI, as an investigative agency 
does not furnish comments or evaluations concerning the charrct-r ' 
or integrity of any individual, organisation or publication. I ho- r* 
you will not infer either that we do or do not have data in our files 
relating to the subjects of your inquiry. 

The interest which pro -pt ;1 your letter is appreciated 
an: I do hope you can under -land v.hy it is not pinsibl;s for nie to 
furnish the bifurcation you «Jcjire. I an, cnclojJuj jon.e materi'il on 
the subject of caniii^ni.:,-. which you v. r.y like to read. 

Sincerely >ours, 
I * J« Edgar Hoover 
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Letter \M ■ 

ENCLOSURES: 

4-17-61 Internal Security Statement 

Communism: The Bitter Enemy of Religion 

3-1-CO LED Intro L 17th Nat'l Convention CPUSA 

Series from "Christianity Today" ^ 

NOTE: Bufiles contain no information identifiable with correspondent. *— 

"Communism on the Map" was reviewed at the Bureau on 12-23-60. It 

stressed the rise of international communism and through statements and 

the use of newspaper headlines, it dealt freely in half -truths and innuendos 

to establish its point that international communism was encircling America. It 

was the opinion of reviewing Agents that it was not the type of material 

which should be endorsed by the FBI. The National Council of Churches 

of Christ (NCCC) includes in its membership the leading Protestant 

churches in the country. Various critics of the Council, without access 

to factual data to support their assertions, have claimed this group is 

communist-controlled or influenced. The FBI, of course, has not 

investigated the NCCC. (100-50369) 
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Hay 1*, 1961 



Mr. J* Edjar Hoover 
United States Department of Justice 
Federal bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir: 



i/ 
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Mr. ToJpoh 



^l r. • 'nlt.ihitli 

Mr. f'..nratl. 

ft&y^r-y*:. 

Mr. Evan? 

Mr! Unl-nr 

Mr. ;J»'i«ti 

Mr*3iavt4 . 

Mr. i>;t«r JL 
Mr.1V.r^U!fiM.i 

Trie It -mi 

Mr. \rsz\r.m 

M;.;p Uandy 
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Our community has been hit by a barrage of literature condemning the "National Council 
of Churches in Christ, America" as Communistic. The Revised Standard Version of the 
Bible as being done by thirty Corcrnunists, that about one third of the Protestant Minist- 
ers are communis tic, on/»*> -*ig U.S. participation in the United Nations, Society of Friends 
(Quakers; and other sucw charges as these. , - 

One group, "United Christian Study Group" of Hannibal, Mo. showed a filmstrip "Communism 
On The Map" by George S. Benson of the National Education Program v;hich has upset many of 

I us because it infers thst Presidents, Roosevelt, Truman, Eisenhov/er, V # P. Nixon, Sec. of 
State Hertcr, Milton Eisenhower, John Foster Dulles, Allan Dulles and others are associat- 
ed with the Cann:unist conspiracy in Aiaerica. 

| j I v.culd ask of ycu, Mr. Hoover, to please give us short, to the point answers, instead of, t 
': several pieces of literature (we will appreciate the literature too, of course) for us to«\ 
/] try to descern ac to what is right and wrong about the follor;ing questions: V > ! 

1. Is the National Council of Churches of America labeled as a communist led group by ^^^ 
the F.B.I. ? j, 

2. Is the National Council of Churches on the subversive list of your DejBrtaent? 
3» Do you consider the Revised Standard Vercion of the Bib3e a3 the woric of communist f|; 
inspired men, or men of God? M' 7 
li. Do you believe that one third of the Protestant Ministry is conposed of cornunists f U 
as stated in the Air-Force Hanual and other literature or would you say that the. vast *y 
majority are Christian men and good Americans? ' j 
£>• Do you approve of the above mentioned filmstrip, "Communism on the Map? 1 , 1 being cir-T| 
culaxed with pamphlets by the F.U.I, in these meetings, which cast doubt on the /leadersli- 
of our nation? Could these poople be I'roc; the John Birch Society? J? V^- 



a 



Is the film, "Operation Abolition" in your opinion above any criticism by thn National It j 
Council of Churches for inaccuracies which the pamphlet "Operation Abolition 1 * which tte " . 

1 National Council has published and pointed out therein? I realize my questions: scnerrhat 
. P*jt y° u on t* 16 spot but we need YOUR answers, definite and to the point, Every loyal 
American certainly should realize the threat r;hich carmunism is to our wry of life* I 
question, hovever, the practice of questioning the loyalty of people, even in high places, 
such as this filmstrip and ac the John Birch Society are doing. It seems to me that this 
might be precisely what the camnunists want to happen. To cause fear, doubt and suspicion 
of our government of our nations top church leaders and our ministers* 

' fifC- 95' U ' J ~ " 
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I an deeply concerned for the church of Jesus Christ and for the future of our nation* 
I have always had great confidence in the ability of the F.B.I, to handle the problems 
which ccrse before it. May God give you inspiration, knowledge and courage to carry out 
your task in the best possible manner. That He shall oe high and lifted up and Freedom, 
may be preserved and even increased in our land and around tha world. 

Sincerely, 
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r . . .u J tove receivod y° u ' letter of May 1, with enclosure, IndSl 

I appreciate the interest which prompted you to communicate with me on 
this occasion. 

VUth respect to the article by Mr. Louis Cassels, I did 
want you to know that I am thoroughly familiar with Chief Inspector 
Villiam C. Sullivan's presentation of the true nature and objectives of 
comr unism. He treated the subject with all possible objectivity, candor 
and accuracy. It is, of course, understandable that people will react 
differently to speeches, contingent upen their diverse experiences, 
viewpoints, knowledge and interests. Mr. Sullivan fully exposes the 
falseness of communist thought and practices and he strongly emphasizes 
Its dangers. His remarks were fully approved by me. 

Our churches have been and will continue to be important 
targets in the over-all communist program of endeavoring to control all 
mass-type organizations, and we mu3t remain alert to such efforts to 
subvert our way of life. The communists have tried to infiltrate every 
part of our society, and I agree with you wholeheartedly that patriotic 
citizens must continue to take a firm stand against con munisn and must 
combat it wherever possible. But this opposition to communism must be 
careful, constructive and positive. ^ 

Enclosed is one of my recent statements on the menace of 
^comn.unijm which you nay like to have'. - 



MAILED ZT 

MAYO -1901 

COMM«*» 
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Stacerelyyoi: 
J. Edgar Moov< 



:rs, 
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oover 
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NOTE: Bufiles reflect that we have had li 
last outgoing 2-16^1 



W 



_ Tassels — - 

ts the author of an article concerning Mr. Tolson which appeared in "Nations 
Business" in December, 1954. '"*' 
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lir. ."!. Bflrrr Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Invcsti.Tation 

V/ashin/yton, D. C. 

Dot J r. "oovcr: 
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Since r«nny of us havo rcno the infr-ir Mdvo Tutorial, which you so kindlv 
sent us zc.c v;ce]r n-o, -m rre confused cftcr reading the attached Louis * 
Casscls article. If i;r. Sullivan is rcflectirrr y OV y views thov we hove 
h?,I the rvr pulled from under us. 

As v;o ur<-rct-nd it ther- in no lav rrjninnt being a Cor.vuuiint nr-'l for nnv 
action t-- ho tnlren n^ainct a subversive element it har V: bo proved that 
thrr- i r ? : wove to nvcr-iir^v: t;- «*av::vnncnt by force, '.-rri'jn ue so- end 
h'-ar concrete evidence that our Banisters are uromoting Un-Am2rican causes 
wa feel it ±r. our duty or/1 privilego to investigate, "pcrhons v;e arc the 
"self anointed vj gil ?nUcs". Uo fin' that the quocttonobic material in 
cvr^church literature, for the most port, comes fror. the? Rational Council 
J*ii^rchcs # IIcv - e -^° c ^ n nn individurl church be removed frcr- member- 
ship in the Council unless the members take 00™ oct\on? \faoi else can 
ve, oc ir.*::5vidunlr», nrcsuno when ministers openly oppose w 0oerat5cn 
Abel? t ! on", the invert; «jot5vc departments of our .rovonv^cnt, advocate 
recognition of Red Chine and promote the abolishment ei the Connrlly 
arr::nd:--rr.t? Ther^. n rc a fev of %hc tUS^s prorated by th- Mot'oncl Covncil 
f vir.:r :i:e." # 
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Cor^unir.ts but v.n -.o feci that too 
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CV, 



.:c. oc nr,u ic 

mary are pror.ntin-r the Coravnrdst ccur,e. First vc want to know 

«Tu;;t how can vre take a stand against Un-jtaoricen propounds in cur church?s 
unless mo voice our protests? Is there pny r.^ncy in the ^overnnent viic 
vri.ll dc th\n .lob for us? Second, dons this Cnccclc artrclc Veprcsont your 
ti.v;]:inr (in tho plrcnn I h.?vo underlined)? II ^.o-;r rooly in'Vi c-.v.cs *'. ;.;t 
you h?ve been ;nisr;uoted v;e uould like to hove your ponnirsicr. to use your 
letter ns evidence. Trds one article vail give our Un-prtriotic oler'ier.t 
I junt th^. air-unit ion thoy need to silence our protests against subversive 
preppftands, 

J Plr-rsc do not interriret tlds rs r criticirm of you porr^nlly. \Ie h^>vc 

j ;rrcnt frdfch in you mv! cannot feel thet this article js in kocnir.'- v;»th n- 

~~ 6 



your thinking. 
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Christianity ■ Communism 

No Relationship 
Between The Two I 

lnhrJ , i" ,S . C f SS,IS I Thry W ratc 6° rica3 opposite! You may think all oX this I J 

lolled r,"v. inlrnu.iM.i.ai | Christianity alfirms the sever- |'ar-fctchcd. Bur ihr FrrirraT Bu-i 

O: >ii-nii> * nrt Coii;:»uni Wni r JCTty ° r ^^ and ascribes tnfi-'reau af Investigation does nol. ' 

*lailc| in the K-tnir iTUliiiKhill a* n '* p Wf>1 *^ * ft rarh hum** K»;«.~! Pdt *\: i_ » — . 



ye?, awl ni>. ut.ir a , K | |,|;„ :,/ (hr 
N-»* ili pflr .ni».i f!ir S.uti:. IVIe. 



- * -- — *• »■"• ««*-in#*.» urn- ~- .-.^uufcn.wi, uw5 nni. 

niir worth lo each human being; FBT Director .7. Edzar Hoover! 

because hr j, 8 child of God. |i* deeply coi -th^I annul \ \uJ 

C.*«niniiiiii«iu dciirs the exiM-l^'Wr thai F?ir.ap|mj»inii "v««i i 

( | Arrrs -. mpv ^ j (| Jhf fV|nir of ^-. • 



— ri.rr of God. awl values the in* 



dividual only as an instrument 
and servant or thf slate. 

No rational person ran be a sin- 
cere Christian and a sincere Com- 
munist at the same time. 
Communists know this. That Is 
hy they persecute Christian 



C»"Miii:nism. p!ny i n io lh«»Vom 
munists' hands. 

During the past few week* 
Hoover has sent FBI Chief In- 
*»<H:lor William C. Sullivan 1c <lr-. 
liver speeches in many parts of,* 
the nation, warning Americans; 



i_ l r **••■ «••«#! i#«- iMtiinn. warning: Amorranc 

InZr^ " v f? me . timcs openly, not to be taker , ff fcC SSJ| 
sometime* subLv-in every coun- that their churches are overrun 
hy in which thry have pained, with Reds. ™crrun, 

Pimcr. from Russia to Cuba. "These anrcaflons have servo,]' 

In free nations like America. |lo create the impressin,, amonc ' 
.lommunisfs c*mwt suppress Ihcimany Americans that In* Protr S ; , 
rhupchrs but must think of p(hcr:'*nf denomination in nartinriV 

,3ChCS * .,* , « |ha r: r bPOn ««W«-1«1 'o Plarminz 

Attempt* Mad* (infiltration and influence •■ SulJi- 

Commumsts undouhtrdly havcj™n says. "But this i« a t>a*r n t ! 
'nrv] in the past to infiltrate the falsehood. Thr truth of Ihr ma i- 
rnurrhes by havinc disguised Her \ % fnaf thc Communist par- 
Communists work thrir way un to nas not achieved any suhstan'iil 
positions of leadership, particu- sueress in exerting domination '; 
larjy m the ranks of the cler^x-. control or influence over AmrrU ! 

Thry have learned that this isle's clenrymen or religions insli-i 
rasmr said than done. As a prac-|tal*ons on a national scalr." 
lira! matter, it Is enormously dif- Ha* Hoover'* fiarkinr 



ficult for a Communist to pah; 
'^nvjnrin^ly as a drdi.aled Chris- 
*»an even for the *pact of one 
ronversatinn. lei aionr Ihitxjch 
thr lone yrars of srminary studv 
and pulpit service which are re- 
quired of anv man who becomes 
an influrntial leader in VS. 
chrrrh life. 

Rut allhouzh Ihry havr failed 
to infiltratr the churches m anv 
«jibsfant;.-il way. there is evidence 
'hat thc Communists like if when 
charges are made that they 
tually have done so. 

The Gwnmunisls know that m 
thr present climate of American 
frclinp. there is no surer way of 
discrediting the leadership of 
rhurrhrs and of aowing confusion 
and discord amonz tlieir lay 
members than for the auspirion 
to be nourished that a substan- 
tial number of Christian clergy- 
; men are secret supporters of the* 
Communist conspiracy. 



Sullivan W nol makinr ihi* 
statement on his own awihn-ii- 
Hr is sneakinc with th» full *p. j 
T»r«val and personal harkinc ofi 
Uoovrr. And Ihr KBJ di.rrlor h^s 
so informed a number of amateur 
Communist huntriy, who uro'e 
to him protesting Sullivan's 
speeches. 

"Tht most interest inz rrar 
tioii. an FBI offiriaj fnlrf fnitnrl 
Press Tnternationnl. "has born 
from thr Comm>inislr. Thry are 
verv upsrt hy SuKivan's remarks 
•They Jove to have wild 
rftarges of Communist domina- 
lion hurled against Amrrira's 
churrhrs. ITjey know that anrh 
tfiaixrs cause constematkm. dis 
smncn % doubt and fear amoiv- 
rhuiTh members. And thrv fiznre'i 
mat anyone wr>» sneceeds in de-! 
mo-alizins Amorica's churches ix* 
aidiitg their cause." 
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May 9, 1961 






Your letter ol May 1, 1961, with enclosure, lias been 
received. I appreciate your interest in Chief Inspector William C. 
Sullivan's remarks, and it was good of you to give me the benefit of your 
observations. 



m 

CDS 



It has always been my firm belief that a broad knowledge of 
the operations and objectives of the communist conspiracy is essential If 
we are to effectively resist its influence. Armed with this understanding, 
our people v/iil be able to detect the communists as they attempt to infiltrate 
every segment of our American life. 

You should find a wide variety of literature on communism 
available at your public library. You may also be interested in my book, 
"Masters of Deceit, " which is a basic text on this subject and where, on 
pages 324 through 326, you will find a full discussion of the matter you 
mentioned. I am enclosing an outline oi J.ir. Sulllvai.'s remarks, as well as 
some other material which may be of assistance to you. 
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Sincerely yours, 

' ' Edj.:., Hoover 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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Communism and Religion 

Communism: The Bitter Enemy of Religion 

T -,£-17-61 statement by Director r , 

u.IZ-^Series from "Christianity Today" { • -,' i 
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NOTE: Bufiles contain no information concerning correspondent. She 
enclosed a clipping of the United Press International article by Louis Cassels 
reporting Mr. Sullivan's remarks that Americans should not be taken in by 
allegations that their churches have been taken over by communists 
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Mr. J. Edgrr Hoover, Director 
Tedernl Bureau of Investigetion 
Tfrsliington, D*C» 

De; t Mr. Hoover: 

The enclosed article from the April 30th 
Columbus (Ohio) Pispptch rrisos e question which I 
wish to risk you. 

I believe that loynl Americans «nd Protec- 
tants who rre disturbed by the present situption in 
churches, do njit think that, (quoting Mr. Cnssels), 
" f substrntinl number of-«-Christinn clergymen ore 
secret supporters of the Communist conspirncy," or 
thft "churches pre overrun with Fee's." However, vc 
do believe thrt mrny clergymen hnve been misinformed 
~7bout some importnnt truths, pnd hence pre dupes of 
the Communists. /~^j 

'.Vhcn the Knfionrl Council of Churches, 
•imin* to ropres"ent"39,0O0,000 of us), discredits 
film "Cpcrnt ion Abolition," rivl when clergymen 
-..,.. \ rprinst this film rn, 1 even commend rnd support 
those who cruse disturbances rt the showing of the 
film, I find it difficult to be silent. Vhnt should 
we do? 

Vonld Mr. Sullivpn'y spocches (rcferrcc 1 . to 
rnd quoted in Mr. Crssels 1 rrticle), *nswer my qucsti 
If «o, rre copies rv*ilpblc? If Mr. Sullivnn hrs 
?noken in this rrco, I hrve not seen notice of it. 

There must be some course other than complete 
silence for "nmnteur Communist hunters" wlio went to do 
the right thing. Since I hrve the highest respect for 

nnd since the rrticle expresses your concern thet / 
in the neme of pnti-Comminijnn, plry -• 

vfift;c. 
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we mpy 

Communists' hrnds," I secU your^JJf 
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Sincerely yours, 



\ &P J - 







HAY 11' W* 



:( , y 



..8% n? 



r— 



m 

REUdOlS 



( 






(Jliargcs Fhwe RcdLs 

Bt I OI1S CASSFM llra'inn «rvl inMiicnrr/- Ri:'-j 
u«:-.« ri«i i«iw««i**-i Jlivan says. ' 

r.hrl.«tl»nltv and Cnjr.mii-: 



ilPiS^iinnn. i 

t'nn-hip a* yr* and im. whit*' ^ ^ ,j 

»n«i hla<-V, Hip Nnrlh Tnlr pnrtj^., rart „ ^ 



nvpreientv of unn »nfl' . . . • 

scrihPsinfinif. worth tf.e«h«» f,on » on « """"""l ■ ra, «'- I 
iimar- hr»ir.<! h«cnu-« h* Is a Sullivap is n«M. mukln; Ihh 



•T.t'T Tli;S IS A patent, 
plan Mand In th« -am. wl«-| f? : srjiww | # Th „ tr j)h of „,„' 

that thp Commit I 
hp^. not achieved 1 
th» Smith Tm>. | a|i , , uh ,, Anti ^ Rlirrr . s , n rx .| 

Thry ar p rnlczorical orP^Lrti^ dmniTW . in|lt rontrn , or ! 

g ' 1rv |jr r :iii»nrA n^-r America*-. 

Chr.Mianity * ' / J rm 5 th r, f|f r ^ ^ ^ rr1i| . il>IIB 1tvV , 
iovereicnty rf God ppo 
ascribe 
h 
chili of Tiori. .-Lament on h : t mvn »n+h 

Corr.muniMn dtn>* tb» e\ ( orily H* h^peakin* with Vi 

istrn'-e of God, and valu^f^, approval rod persona 1 i 

thR individual only a* «nin- |bar; n , Hon .. rr | 

jHrumcnt and *crvant of the. . . 

.,.,„ And th* FT-I dirr^or h.*v 

■ *o infr.rmod a number rf . 

NO RATION Al, person rannnu^ir Communis h;ini;is ; 

br a fincrr* Christian and a;w ; -.o v*rot~ to h'm protr-.tinr,. 

finc^r* Crnimtmisi lit fhr'c.ipjvan's speech' 1 *, j 

•T 1nT,r "- . i «•! -' M r. MOST Jrlrrr S ,,r.- rr ! 

That is why fhry l»r«riHr _... ^.^ ,„,,„.„, , ft ,. aI .- 

Christian rhlirrhr, - ^^ , >prn ff ^ .,,„ (nT ^ ml|T| . 

tty vn rvrr;, m„„try >"(«;„,„„., T/Mr , ;)rks 
Vhi-h »W h.T. c-ln^j . Thr .. .^ ,, hivr 

. . . n? ( :ft:i hiirkd »r.air.-:* A •*.•**• i 

gw tnP rhnrrhM hut mii«1 ^^ ,; 

think of ntn.r Ud.M. | Mfrn , <inn dir.trr i«n. HwiW ! 

rOMy.rMSTSiindnuhlpdly'jand f*?r Jimonc rhurrh m*;n-' 
hav« 1ri»d in |h# past In ;n 'hrrjt A"d tlvy fisur* tuaf. 
ftltralr thr rhurrhr^ hy h»v- p.nynnp rho f irrrrds in d*" • 
Inn di'.ru^'-d ComiPiirosI ^m r.ra]i 7 \n Z \m*r\rr''' 
Work V.\nr way up 1o posl jrb i -rho» U pl^.f g t o r 1 -. -, 
tinp* rf Ippdrrphip, partly Jrainp." j 

iiiarly in th^ ranks of thJ; - 
rlor^'. j{ 

hi*; :r. r::M^r f id <**ar I'm- 

^s a practical matter, it i' 

>no*i»ou?ly diff:p»jtt for a 
Communist to pose convince 
intly as a dedicated Christian; 
even f«*r ***^ sna"** of one 
ronveisa'ion, let n 1 onr* 
through thr )nnr years of: 
jtcminar\ study and pulpit j 
frvice which are required of I 



*nv n^:»n wh,i lww« an In jrjT^JJ- 






lif— . 
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^Wl 



tiy T m •••■■•' f. • 

" .ii»T. from Hum 
l. In (tm n»H«m« 
'k». rommiinW"' 
•rf!- th* rhwrch 



r " nr.ion hu^Q"* ^ . 



Rftlnrrtj' 
i« Cuh» 
•• Am,>r lnfHnn nn-igp*--^"- '"._-...', 

,.,t muM> t wUPP-Kct «»»»';;; 

ssr^ra^- 

wlarty in th* nr-sj of tn^, 

eWsv. , nr( , . h J 

Tlv.y b rv * ■ I 



VnoimouJ> /•■••"_ cnnv inr : 



Vnoimouay «•- - rnnvi nr 

sorter- 

throusih Ihr ^... - d lpil 
seminary J™ -. rrqu ired of i 

fl„rnt.aUT.rt«- i ■ •• 

m-T.M.T«^' ,:u, r yl ; : hr- 

• :s;s-;one^ , r 

«n tb« V-. „«; Prr i-. ; n. 

rjrrTV^'' i f rt, /.,: iV ..., ■ -f 

than lor • ■> $ ,.< Y -,. v .va.i. 

_, number ^JJ^nniirrs oi 







Hoovrr hr- .-^rv Fi*J • nicf in 
•prrtnr Willing r. r-iMiv^ii 
*n (telivrr cprrrjir-. i, t r^nv 
irU of r 



part* r>r ihc nation, warninc 

• » *■•* f« S** t-»' nn in 



In* fli.ii;r« f |, a '. 
church"- »r*» o^ rrru,; W ilh! 



•The -a fillr-alion.'; h* 
wrved |o -rrrate th« imprc? 
i«n irnor.^ many Anirrirans 
thai the FrMcslant denomina- 
tions in pellicular i.av? been 
■ubjcc:c : \* alarm. nr: infil- 
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/Ct . .: r '£ ?f- ^V^May 10, J0C1 
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\*u ISA :i :f May J, iUui., iias oosr. leceir^rt, 
ai ?l L;.: *.:;-jrect 'vlr.cli prji::;-ittd ycv tu write is r.pprjriated. 

Although 1 would like to be of service, the FBI 
lc ail investigative agency ~: the FcdsrrJ Government and, as 
sue)-, <t>c; not mr.i:e evaluations nor .-trav/ conclusions as to the 

c«aT L ctT n intct* itj- of uriy organ K.atJ^n, :?uMic~tJ'~; or 
i:« ilrfu-Tvl. i regret L;ri 1 ; .:•■ umr:U- t > *:?'•.: yr-i.i ; = ; » . !; - ^.t 
ywu *il; ..jl iniyr in t'ur rcimeMicTi iu,r-.r t s :i — o i.*-j <~r tj*nt 
v ; -J-5 n. ' '.avL- Cv.t •. u: y\r '-lots rc'.r.i-n;. lo "-„ ^y:j::i A y»vr 

i-V.ulo.3i ! -3 som'- 11 tv rrduiv .*.';::i:rg nv± ire 
g •-.••'r:-'. vrnj^ci oi .w.iv u i:;u whic?, ai&y I'. •:>? fn:jr?: t- 
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The Communist Menace 
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NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. 
The National Council of Churches of Christ (NCCC) includes in its 
membership the leading Protestant churches in the country. Various 
critics of the Council, without access to factual data to support their 
assertions, have claimed this group is communist controlled or influenced. 
The FBI, of course, has not investigated the NCCC, (100-50869) 
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3, 1961 




F. 3. 1. 
Ib'ab.iintjton D.C. 

Gentlemen: «*> 

., I luuuld like ;o inquire as to the standing or the 

•*at cnal Council of ^hurches. I have hear rummors 

"thb« they ujere connected uith conwnunir.ium. Is there 

an; proof of this? Mtiy I h: \/- a sur.?im ry nt your 

rejr-rt on this organization, ; ItuJie. 

/ 

Tr.jrik you for giving this in uiry ynw -tt&ntitn. 
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